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5401 Black Street 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 


Pepeuary a <,L919 


Mr. Howland Wood, 

New York City: 

Dear ok! 

Beg to acknowledgg receipt of your kind favor of the 
oracanu. on very: glad to hear that you Still have: one 

or two specimens of the Coal Money. Am enclosing herewith 
*5,00 and would ask that you send me the nicest one of 

the two. When Sending it on please advise if the other 
One Leu.exectiy ealtke or if-it 28a diiferent: size or 

kind. Believe there is another party here in town who 

ean use it after they see mine. Have you any other odd 
goins you care to dipose off Am particularly interested in 
all odd curious coins. Have you any duplicates of the 

West Indies coinage. 

Want to thank you for your infromation regarding the 

8 Daler Plate. Want one very much but suppose I will 
never get it as I have no means other than a moderate 
salary to spend for coins and as I have a family you can 
understand that $500.00 coins are out of my reach. 

Whth best regards and thanksfor your kind invitation to 


visit you when in New York City, beg to remain 


PS If you ever get out this way trust you will honor me by 


making my home your headquarters during your stay. Would 


consider it a great pleasure to show you my collection and 
entertain you. 
SL 5s A ee RE 


-, ® 


7104 Upland bee 3 


‘ Homewood, PeRleresa. 
Jan. ‘ol, 925.6 


Howland ood, Act. Sec., a hie tee e's 
The American Numismatic Society, oe 
Broadway, Between 155th & (158th mass | eae 
Néw York City, N. Y. 4 


My dear Mr, Jood:- 


i | } ay haa 
a ’ Was pleased to receive your favor pr) ae 
_ January 16th and would consider it a De G a2 ee: indeed, vr 
Se eet. belong to your society. — 7 me os Na 
Bee eerie | | 
Sass ; “There is ae one eee T would like 
a to ask, however, before forwarding check and that is ene Pil 
ao whether members have the privilege of using the society 
she gs i BEG E ‘That is, members not living in New York A Re 
a . a Lae Le Wot dg - bes or. eee: value to me mm ; 
Pore to be able to obtain books on the Chinese and other — ee 

Oriental issues, India, etc. which are entirely beyond 
3 ty Means from @ purchasing standpoint = ot eay — A 

; | 22 Gre a 

x 


Will be pleased to a Ares es you as. ove io 
whe ther this privile ege is extended to associate embers. 
. : Poe ay 


a5, kindest personal. regards, ee 


Ma 


remain, 


ey 
See 
Ac © 


i. a 


very traly yours, ua Soe 


‘February 2nd, 1923, 


H. De Gibbs, wbQe 
7104: Upland Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


t 


Dear Mr. Gibbs: . 


In reply to your latter of damary Sist, I beg ERE fe 


to advise that out-of-town members have the use of 
“our library to a certain extent, but as it is a work- 
ing library it is impossible.to send out many boOoKs 

at one tile. Also, certain books which are being con~- 
stantly called upon naturally cannot be sent aw ay from 
the library. sut, undoubtedly, such books on Uhinesé 
and Oriental coins as may be desired, can be loaned 
for 4 siort time when not in use here. 

: It is our aim to render the best service possible 
to our members, and to accommodate students whenever we 
Cane 


Very truly yours, 


ied Secretery & Curator 
: HW/é 


March 3rd, 1923 


| 


Wie. H. Dunleath Gipns, 
7104 Upland Street, 
Homewood, Penn. 


2 / 


Dear Bante | 
XL am enciesing herewith a letter 
nddransed to you at Pittsburgh, which was 
returned to uss This is the notification 

of your election to associate membershipe 

ana I helieve expisings itee]lf. We will be 
glad te welcome you among our membere. BA 


Very truly yours, 


Curater and Acting Secretary. 


_ kind which you could forward to us, it would be consider- 


a P 


A.L.ASHBY 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT Law 
IS le Tse NEES) 
PITTSBURGH,PA. 


‘Mar, 16, 1923. 


Mr, Howlend Woods, 

Curator and Acting Secretary, 
American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway, between 155th & 156th Sts., 
New York City, N. Y. 


My dear Mr. Woods:- 


I received your favor of February 20th 
also your letter of March Srd. The reason this letter 
did not reach me is that my address is P, 0. Box 1236 
instead of 1256. Whether this was a typographical mis- 
take on my part or from your end I do not know, 


I consider it an honor to be enrolled 
in the membership of your society and I sincerely trust 
that the advantage will be mutual. 


You stated that it is possible for mem- 
bers to draw from the library certain pooks which are not 
in constent demand. 


Would you allow me the liberty of outlin~ 
ing just what I want, and in writing you, please consider 
mé as also writing for Geo. F. Marlier, another member 
here in Pittsburgh. We are both interested in tle same 
things and the books can be sent to either one of us, 


At the present time, we are very deep~ 
ly interested in the classification of the ancient, medtaeval 
and especially the modern Chinese issues. 


For classification up to the last dynasty 
we have been using Brudin's, Where we are greatly handi- 
capped is in the modern issues and where to locate the 
mints, that is, the character as to the right on the ob- 
verse and in some cases, character both on the left and 
right of the hole. 


Can we obtain a book or books which will 
enable us to classify these modern issues and sort them 
according to mints, or if you do not have anything of this 


able help if you would even tell us what books we want, 


ry Oe Oe ae re ae i 


5 


Py io 


A.L.ASHBY 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW 
P.O.BOX 1236 
PITTSBURGH,PA. 


Mr, Howlend Woods. -2- Mar, 16, 1923, 


} . mr 


I understand that Ramsden on modern Chinese 
is very good, but we are really at a loss to know just 
what to ask for. Any books at all om the question of 
Chinese or Oriental will be of interest. | 


The other subject on which we are destrous of 
help is the Native Indian issues, something which would en-~ 
able us to classify the thick, crude dumps. ; 


Trust you will pardon tre liberty I am taking 
in bothering you about this matter but to us here it is 
a matter of extreme interest, and if you can help us to 
help ourselves, we will sincerely appreciate it. 


I do not suppose there is any way in which I 
can be of service to you personally or to tke society, | 
but should an occasion ever arise on which I could be of 
service to you, I would be glad to have you call on me. 


Do not suppose there is such a thing as an in- 7. 
dex or catalogue to the society collection and do not know 
whether there are any donations which could be made in | 
the form of specimens from eg collection. Ree 


Will be pleased to hear from you at your con- 
venience. 


Very truly yours, 


HDG -CBG © 


March 2lst, 1923 


He De Gibbs, Hgqe 
P.O-Box 1235 
Pittsburgh, Pas 


Dear Mre Gibbs: | | 
Replying to your letter of March 16th, we have a number of books 
which might be of use to youe Probably, the best all-round book is 
Js Stewart Lockhart's Currency of the Farther East, in three volumes. — 
If you cannot obtain it in Pittsburgh, we can send you our cepy for a . 
limited time. | Eley 


The best book on Ancient Chinese coins is the British Museum Catan 
logue by Terrien de la Couperie. Another usefvl book is the miaeorks 
‘Lockhart Collection of Copper Coins, by Lockhart himself. | ; 

Of the coins of baie Chinese Republic, there is a book by Qiuseppi 
ROSe , rVideat)" 

Rasden's book on the modern struck coins is alae goods (a 

For Japan, Munro's is the best. ‘ce 

There are dozens of books on Indian coinss No one book takes 
more than a iimited field. Two books by William He Valentine are as 
good as anys These can be obtained from Spink & Son, 17, 18 Piccadilly, 
London. If you want ua to send you any of éhese, we can probably spe 
arrangementae 


‘Very truly yours, 


Curator 


ee ae 


A.L.ASHBY 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAw 
P.O.BOX 1236 
PITTS BURGH,PA. 


March 29, 1923, 


Mr, Howland Woods, ane 
Américan Numismatic Society, 
Broadway, Between issth & 158th St., 
New York, N. Y. 


Dear Mr. Yoods:- 


Appreciate your letter of March 2lst 
and would be very much pleased if you would arrange 
to have the librarian forward me any of the books 
included in your list, preferably the three volumes 
by Lockhar ency. of The Farther East and Rams~ 
dévits book on Moder ‘Stru ric 


If you will do this, Mr. Marlier ar 
myself will use them at once and return them promptly 
and further, will return them immediately on receipt 
of request whether we are through with them or not, 7 
We also agree to be responsible for their safe retum ~ 
in perfect condition. iM: ae 


These books will be a great hetp to us 
as we have been considerably hamndicavtped for lack of 
proper cata, 

Do not suppose you have any duplicate 
foreign coins to offer, but should have have at any 


time, will be pleased to hear from you. I believe. 
the only specimen T have ever received from you was 


the Kimmeredge Coal money. 
Very traly you"s;s Pens 
: ft 
“a Lf _ 
Pt 7 


DG-c BG. 
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April 2nd, 1923 


He De Gibbs, Esqe 
P.0.Box 1236 
Pittsburgh, Pae 


Dear Mre Gibbs? 


in the course of a few days I can send to 
you Leckhart's Currency in the Father East. As it 
may have to go by Express, please give me some other 
SeOreas than the Post Office box. 


We have a number of Oriental coins in duplie 
scale, and a litiie later I will send some to you, but 
this may take some time as we are right in the midst 
oi Ghanging our exhibitione | 


Yery truly yours, 


Curator 
Hw/E 


AT LeASHBY: oe] 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT Law oe i 
P.O0.BOX 1236 a 
PITTSBURGH,PA. 


April 4, 1925, 


Mr, Howland Wood, si eee 
American Numismatic Society, i ey 
Broadway, between 155th& 156th ee!) : 
New York City, New York. 


Dear Mr. Wood:- 


Wish to thank you for your favor 
of April 2nd and in reply beg to advise that 


my home address is 7104 Upland St., Homewood 

Station, Pennsylvania, and if you will send “Sao 
this by express to that point, it mia Ure ave AsFa 
preciated. . ee tee ae 


I am pleased to note that you Fs 
have a anbee of Oriental coins which are du- / 
plicates. I will sincerely SOP eee an = ad 
portunity to look over these. | 


Very truly yours, , 


HDG-CBG. 


April 13th, 1923 


He De Gibbs, Bade 
PeQe Box 1236 

Pittsburgh, Pae 
Dear Mre Gibbet 

i am having forwarded to your home address 
the three volumes of the "Currency of the Fathaer 
East", and Ramsden's "Modern Struek Goins”. I 
think you @ould safely keep these for three or four 


weekse 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 
Hw/E 


A.L.ASHBY 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW Bee: 
P.O.BOXx 1236 «tet e 4 pam 
PITTS BURGH,PA. (>, “lke 
April 21, 1923. 
7104 Upland Street. | 
Pittsburgh, Penm. 


ays 


rs. 
Mr. Howlsnd Woods, ¢ ee 
Anertcan Numismatic Society, - : 
Broadway at 156 St - 
New York City. a 


My dear Mr. ‘Yoods: 


Wish to thank you most sincerely for the books, which arrive 
& day or two ago and i coh will be wiven every care and wie 
will returned on request or within the time limit you ment 
in your letter. cee bee ate what a help ips: will. ey 


SO. ri d = 


Do not forget me when there are any inploutge tot neds = ei ect 
é Pic : 


With kindest pers Mal regards, bey to ranain 


~—_— : | 2 s = “te, ~ee) 
PS Spent a Sunde: aftemoon wi th your friend Marousson in ‘ 


Cleveland , also met Cathcart. See is 
— he et 
i % 7 a 
: “e = Ke 
ie i 
} Pa om ge 


Mre He De Gibbs 
PeOeBox 1235 

Pittsburgh, Pae 
Dear Mre Gibbs: 

I will have sent to you in the course of 
a few days,dy varcel post, amine coins of the Shahs 
of Persia and the Sassunian kings.e ‘the prices are 
marked on she envelopes. Among the Sassanians 
you will find many iidentat: and from theae ‘you 


can take what you wish 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 
Hy /# 


Suey Re ee. 
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May 31st, 1923 


Mre He De Gibbs 
7104 Upland Street 3 
Pittsburgh, Pae 


Dear Mre Gibbds: 


I intended to change the notations on the 
envelopes before sending the coins to youe Evi- 
dently I simply made a list of them without core 
recting the envelepese The reason for tie dis- 
crepancy is that selections have already been made 
from this collection; therefore, all you need to 
do is to pay attention te the prices and not to the 
numberse The prices on the coins are net; and 
where they seem high in scme instances for pocr con= 
dition, it is because the coin is scarcer. With 
Mohammedan coins, there is very little difference 
in price between various grades, as it is no crime 
to have an Oriental coin with a hole in it or a ring 
on ite 


I am glad that the books interested you. Let 
me know what other books you may wante 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 
HW/e 


June Sth, 1923 


Mre He De Gibbs 
7104 Upland Street 
Pittsburgh, Pae 
Dear Mre Gibbs: 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of 
the beoks on the Grover Collections Many 


thanks for their safe returne 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 
HW/E 
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June ASths 1923 


Mire He De Gibbs 
7104 Upland Street 
Pittsburgh, Pae 


Dear Mre Gibbes 


I am in receipt of your letter of June 
16th with eheque enclosed for $50.75, for whieh 
please accept my best thankse I am glad that 
you found sc meny pieces to add to your collections. 
Tt will send you another package of coins shortly. 
Unforturately, we have.comparatively few duplicates 
in cepper, but I will do the best I can for yous 


Very truly vours, 


Curator 
Hu/E a eee 


5K) STRIKES, ACCIDENTS 
entre PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 


OR OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL 


Dear Friend: 


Please pardon delay in returning package which only went yesterday 
but Mr. Marlier called me just as tT had it ready to send before sayirg 
that he wanted to go over them again in the day light so that delayed 
therm return a few days. He selected $2.30 more and Tt enclose check for this 
anount . Trust you will find this 0.K. Thanks for your kindness. Will 
be glad to hear fran you anytime. Sehd on whatever you have any tim. 


He De Gibbs 


Mr Howland Woods, 
A-NeSs New York. 


SALES SUBJECT TO STRIKES, ACCIDENTS 


OR OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL PiItTTs BURGH, PE NNA. 
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ay August Slst, 1923. 


Mr. H. D. Gibbs, 
7304 Upland Street, 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 


Dear ir. Gibbet. 


me 


Your letter just at hend, and I vant te” 
apoiogize for not acknowledging your previous 
letters and check ~« in facet I theught I had - 
Gone So. | 


. The coins and everything came back, and 
ZI saw it wuld be pretty nearly hopeless to 
check up, 30 I accepted your count as correct. 


I am right in the middle of re-arranging 
another exhibition, and ae soon as I can @ 
will send you another iot of @oins te look 
over. | ; 

Very truly yours, 


& 


Curatore 


Narch 24th, &@925 


Mr. ‘He Db. Gibbs 
7104 Upland Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Mr. Gibbs: 


Are you still interested in Mohammedan oacins? 
If se, Ihave a number of interesting pieces which 
I shculd like tosend youe I have been deing noth~ 
ing with these for the past year, for which reason 
you have not heard from me. aes | 


Tné coins I have here are the Early Caliphe of 
Baghdad and the Seliuke dynasty. This dynasty was 
very important historically - the coins ef which 
figured in the First Crusades. It was also during , 
this time that Art and Literature in Persia reached ss 
a high level. 


Yery truly yours, 


Curator 


7104 Upland St 
Homevood, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
March 25, 1925 


Dear Mr. Woods; 


Was gled to hear from you again. Sure will be glad 
to see_any and ell duplicates you may have not omly in 
the Mohammedan series but any others. Am interested in all 
coins except US and Ancient. 


Yhanking you for your kindness in remembering me 
and hoptm; to hear from you often, remin 


Yours sincerely 


| March 28th, 1925 


He De Gibbs, Baqe 
7464 Upland Street 
Homewood, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Dear Mre Gibbss : : 


I have today had shipped to yes a package of coins 
by parcel poste 


You wili note in lecking over the Seljuke coins 
that there is really a remarkable series of tro ef the 
rulers, showing s great many die varieties and years; 
and it might be interesting to take the whole lot. 

te have been glad tc make note of your shange of 
address, ag requested.: 


Yery truly yours, 


Curator 


ALEX. BLACK GOAL GOMPANY 


R@ Biba VV GUS EIR 


SALES SUBJECT TO STRIKES, ACCIDENTS 
OR OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL 


PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 


7104 Upland St., Homewood, 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 
ve ee Gus faa an be 


Dear Mr ‘Yood; 


Package received and coins O.Ke Y an writing to ask if 
there is a chance for a substantial discount if a quantity 
of these pieces sre taken, 


Please understand 7 am not just trying to get a reduction 
in price but the propos‘tion is simply this- there are many 
varieties among this collect:on and some of the peices are 
in indifferent cond*tion and *t so happens that the rulers 
which are the scarcer and of which fewer coins are included 
are invariably of & the poorer sort although the prices are 
Just the same. Now the question is this- am 7 to select one 
nice piece of each ruler and location and pay the marked 
price or can you see your way clear to make a reasonable 
discount so that Y can fael free to select one of each year, 
ruler, mint etc, 


My crcunstances ere such that t camot just buy anything fT 
Want regardless of price and 7 do hesitate to pay the price 
on these envelopes just to get varieties but + would like to 
keep a lot of them ani would feel satisfied to do so if the 
prices were lowér, especially where the condition is not just 
all that could be desired, - 


T will await your reply and in tha meantime expect several 
local collectors to make some selections. Tf hope you will 
see my point of view. 71 will keep some of them regardless of 
your deciston but will probably keep several times as mar 
in case you feel free to allow a substantial discount on a 
quantity of ther, 


Thanking you for your kindness in remenbering me, 7 an 


Yours very truly, 


LAO 
tl? 


April 4th, 1925 i te ae 

H. De Gibba, “Eeqe ; ~ = ; . 2 3 
7204 Upiand Sireet 7 Rad 
Homewood, Pitteburgh, Pa. | es 

: : 

Dear Mre Gibbs: . Secs Lies 


one 


Your letter fust at hand, sand I understand and appreciate 

— your position. 3 SS a 
The ccins are net mine, but 1 have authority te get wheat 
I can for them. Ae with most Oriental coins, a iarge part of 
the value is in their being attributed. It cesta about 25¢ Res 
a coin to attribute them; and where unattributed, they often ee 2 
_ Bell for cid silver. When attributed, they bring much more. yin 


Beth the owner ard { want to get rid of as meh of this 
coliection 4s we canj and if you ean take over one-third of 


the coins, I will give you 25 per cent off on the silver coins; | s 
but as the gold coine are really priced iow, I can ed offer > =e 
ten per cont off. ee 

It_is extremely hard to get the older Oriental coins in 3 ey 
good condition or without heles, ae they were invariebly used a 


until worn cut; und when buried, come out of the ground bedly ay 
corroded. This lot that I am sending yeu is in about the — 2 taal 
average conaition in which ene gets these coinse ; 


] 


~ 


= r ade = 

, ° aS, ag 

Very truly yours, = oa 
_ os, Pa aes % 


hts 


Curator Sphere 


7k04 Upland gt 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 
Apel, 1925, 


Dear Mr. Wood; 


T appreactate your understanding and have selected just 
as many coins as T could use also had mak other local collectors 
look them over. The total retained was 92.10 of this sanount 
T believe $21.00 was gold (less 10 %) and the balance less 25 % 
Total discount jyaQ.10 Net y?2.00 for which check is emclosed. 
Coins returned today PP. 


T could not afford to keep any of the gold coins myself 
although I woild like very much to have done so but another local 
collector made a selaction before Tt received your letter and T am 
depending on memory as to the anount of the gold coins he kept but 
as near as T can remenber they amounted to je1.00 if this is not 
correct 1 will be glad to pay the difference as J did not keep a 


record of what he took excapt as to total. 


Wish to thank you for your kindness in sending these 
pisces and will be glad to hear fra you any time. 


Bo you know of anyone who has any Chinese coins or any 
dealer through hom they can be obtained. T have quite a large 
collection of the cash cofns and with the help of the Lockhagt 
catalogue (which you very kinly sent me last year JT have been 
able to classify most all of them. 1 am more interested in copper 
coins { of any foreign country) than I an in the silver although 
T am very much interested in all counterstamped coins, siege pieces 


ok 


odd shapes, etc. 


Would it be possible for me to obtain a loan through the 
AeNeG. of some book or books that would enable me to classify the 
thick dump copper coins of tndia. T hava a lot of these and many 
T c&tmot place and as such catalogues seem to run pretty high jin 
price T heve hesitated to buy or bid on any of than. Anything you 
Gan do to advise me on this qpest* on will be appreciated. 


IT might mention that I have quite a larg variety of duplicates 
early Chinese cash of many reigns which would form a basis for trade 
mixta with any collector interested in the sane thing. Ga fe 

yy 


v Ws th kindest regard, T am 


Yours truly 


re He BD Gibbs age saa eg 
7204 Upiard Sireet. ; re pres 
Pittwburgh, Pae . Twstns Get age 


Dear Mre Gibbst — ie ee 2 mee 3 = 


; The package of coins arrived tetans 
i oan check up, i bias your aceotnting. is corneas 

2 ik cana you anyther package of Fs io # 
aiiew the same discount on these as on the decd | 


At the prevent monent, I am sisi to. 198 yor 
meh on the Chinese coins. Later af L ai oul be 


are using them eonstantly> , a be 
which wili help you very materially - at rae a matte at 
‘going through about twenty pakphlets and 2 ‘a8 many 
and then possibly yeu would only be able — i 

Little over one-half ef your pieces. 


I aha be glad te keep you in ning 
Chinese Coirge 


> bee St —s Py Soe 
2 ; gs Tay BOE erat eal 


Very truly yours, 


7104 Upland st 
Pittsourgh, Penna. 
April 20, 1925. 


Dear Mr Wood: 


Your last package received and contained a lot of coins of 
interest, especially so since 7 did not have any of these 
particular pieces so they were entirely new and welcome. 


Am sorry T do not collect gold but so far have not been able 
to afford to put the money into it also frankly Tt care more 
for copper than sitlver or gold. ‘There is only one foreign 
collector here who buys gold and he seemed to think the pieces 
were too high considering; condition. 


The total amount retianed was Silver 53.45 less 25 % (135.45) 
total $40.00 Gold 43.50 less 10 % (35) total 3315 Total both 
343.15. Hope you find this entirely correct. 


Appreciate your kindness in sending coins and will welcome more. 
Are there any copper coins in this collection of duplicates you 


are sending me? 
Yours truly, ~& 
ig 


PS tT have an article of yours somewkheré on the cogns of 
Tegucigalpa. Have never seen one offered altnough T have been 
watcning the sales for some years. Have you any idea where 

a duplicate cald be purchased, Pardon ne for asking so many 
questions but T always seem to get what T want when T ask you. 


April 25th, 1925 


Ure H. De Gibbs 
7104 Upland Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Mre Uibbst 


Your cheque, together with the coins, arrived here 
safely - or, rather, the cheque did! When returning 
any more coins, please wrap them up in bundles, as I did, 
and put plenty of atuffing in the box, as the package 
cane broken in half. i have had no ¢hance yet te see 
what was lost. 


be fave some Copper and a ict of Indian to send you, 
but cannot get these right off. 

The coins of Tegucigalpa are extremely rare; they 
virtually never turn up. The four pieces we have are 
all I have seen in twenty years; and for fully six years, 
I have been unable to lecate a single specimen. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


7104 Ypland st 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


ver 


Mr. Howland Wood: 


T am very very sorry if the lest package 
arrived in bad condit‘on. 7 thow:ht it was securely 
wrapped and tied when 7 mailed {t and assure you that 
T will take the greatest care in the future. Tf there 
was any loses please advise if your want the postal recetpt 
to file claim. ‘The package was in good condit*on when 
mailed, 


Will be glad to hear from you any time. 


Yours truly 
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; ur Ee Db Gibbs 
7104 Upland Sirest 
Pittsburgh, Pe 
Dear lire Gibbs: 

Did you receive the peckage of Persian 
copper coing which I sent you at the beginning 
of thie wonth? 

I have just gotten tegether a number of 
Indian rupees, and wiil send them te you if you 


would care to have me do s06 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


49285 


7104 Uplend gst 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 


Mr Howland Wood: 


me ek 


T hon? you will nardon deley but T have baen out of the City 


as 


and only last night had a chance to see the coins. 


™ats last lot were in very poor cond*t*ton as you no doubt know 
$n fact there wasn’t more than se half dozen nieces in the entire lot 
that were in any kind of cond*t‘on. However these are the kind of 
coins T like best and providin, they do not cost too much Tt will keep 
than. The nieces that aracnot entirely blank or canpletely defaced 
anount to about $11.00 and for these Tt will pay $8.00. The balance 
T nor any one alse can use .and Tt rll atther return them or throw them 
a j 


ust ptecas of copper and not worth peying postage 


aviay as they ar 


7T would welcome a thousand cotns like thts last lot :f they could 
be had in better condttton but so merv are almost smooth while others 
are corroded or damaged tn other ways. 


Will ba nome now for some time except a few days over Decoration Day 
SO you Gan send the other cotns whenever convenient. 


Yours truly, 


June 1, 1925 


Mre He De Gibbs 
7104 Upland Street 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 


Dear Mr. Gibbs: 


Your letter just at hand. I agree with you that the copper 
coins were of no large account. Why not give me $9.00 for 
everything and not both to send anything backe Like you, 
I wish that they were in better condition. We picked out 
perhaps thirty pieces. One or two were in worthwhile shape. 


Under separate cover I am sending you some Indian and Afghan 
rupee Be 


I cannot make any reduction on these prices for most of them 
are marked at forty and fifty cents and they still have an 
exchange value of thirty six and a fraction cents so you see 
the margin of safety is very smalie These coins marked 

more are worth the price. 


Very truly yours 


4 


EW C Curator 


Jane il, 1925 


H. BD. Gibbs, Esq. 
7104 Upland Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Penna, 
Dear Hr. Gibbs: 


Meany thanks for your check which came 
yesterday. 


Although I asked our man to send the 
package lest Friday, I find that he didn’t send it 
until Tuesday. 


Very truly yours 


HW Cc ‘ Curator 


[=} ALEX. BLACK GOAL GOM PANY 


ROB BRi Wes 
SALES SUBJECT TO STRIKES, ACCIDENTS 


OR OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL 
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July 14, 1925 
Ur. HE. D. Gibbs 

7104 Upland street 
‘ Pittsburgh, Penna. 


Dear lr. Gibbs: 


Thanks for your last letter. 


‘The prices for those Indian coins wre so 
near to their exchange as - wrote you I don't see how 
I can make amy discount. Rether than have the bulk 


come back, he can have them ot 5 % off but not a cent 


Very truly yours 


Hy ¢ Curator 


JS-~ 


July 30, 1925 


' +H. DB. Gibbs, Esq. 
| 7104 Upland Street 
PLttsbureah, Penna, . rs 


Deor Mr, Gibbs: 


‘I forgot whether i acknowledged the revsipt 
of the last package you sent back to-us, which included 
the indian rupecs. 


Today I am sending you a miscélianeous ‘lot of 
copper coins, duplicates from the Society's solleotion. 
Also, in ancther package, + am senling Webb's Goins of 
Raj Putana and Valentine's two books on Indian Coins. 

I don't know whether you have these or not but they are 
about the most comprehensive I can send you. 


I will we gone most of August so you can 
keep the coins and the books until September. 


Very truly yours 


HW C Curator 


: October 23rd, 1925 


Mre Ee De Gibbs 

7104 Upiand Street — 

Homewood, Pittsburgh, Pae 7 is 

Dear Mre Gibbas 

The beeks and the oalance of the coins came 
te hand the other duy. ecuy thanks for their 
eafe return. i have been so ficoded with work 
dately that i have been unable te find time te 
pick gut anything more for you. If Ktiemg ita 
any specific book which you may want, 2 will see i 
if we ha ve it in our iibrary and will send if 
if I cane 


Very truly yours, 


Cura ter 
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April glet, 1926 


Mre-H. De Gibbs 
7104 Upland Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Dear Mr. Gibba: 

Your last letter has remained on my desk unanswered 
for some time, the reason being that I really had nething 
to send you. | 

If I do not enclose in this letter a list of Oriental 
books which I have for sale, I will send it om later. 

I shail be very glad to see you next week, and I know 
that we have plenty here to interest youe I doubt if I 
shall be attending Elder's Sale. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 
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7104 Upland St 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 

May oth 
Dear friend tjood: 

Arrived home safely am will go over and check up on the coins 

in the next ten days if possible. Want to thank you for your many courtesies 
am certainly apreciate your kindness. Have never in alll my life spent a 
more enjoyable or profitable day than last Friday. Find a lot of things piled 
up and won't get to the coins for a few days but will write you and return the 
coins not wanted as soon as T can get to tt. 

Yours very stneerely 


7104 Upland St 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 
Hay 18, 1926 


Dear Mr ‘Yood: 


t hope you w*ll pardon my delay in returning the coins but T 
have been very busy 3¢nce 7 came back as my wife was called to Atlantic 
City to attend a sick relative and T have had two youngsters on my 
hands- and not much time tn the aventngs for coins. 


yt enclose 321.65 which 7 think you will find OK. Will be pleased 
to have you send on the Oriental coins anytime but won't send check until 
June 15th but tf you wish will return the cofns not wanted immediately. 


Would 4t be possible to borrow a copy of Atkins on coins of the 
Miglish Colontes? 7 thought T knew something about these coins but 
after talking to you and seetng soma of yours 7 realized that there is 
probably more t don't know than 1 do know. . 


W3th kindest regards and best wishes, believe me 


Yours sincerely, 


Coins by PP today | 


May 2let, 1926 


Wr. Howard >. Gibbs 
7304 Upland Sireet 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Ur. Gibbs: 


Your letter enclosing cheque for $21.65 
ut hand. Many thankse 


i will send you a small bunch of Chinese 
coins, different, for the most part, to those 
whieh yeu took with you; and later I wili send 
you the Oriental coins. 


I am sending you, under separate cover, the 
Book of Atkins on the English Colonies. 


Would any of the booke on the list I forward- 
ed, be of use to you? 


rd 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


7104 Upland 3t 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 

May 26, 192 
Friend Wood: 

Many thanks for the Book which w*1l help me a lot-w*ll keep 
it several weeks and number my coins unless t hear from you in 
which case will send it back at once. Many thanks for tne Chinese 
would sconar have thease than any coins Tt know of although 1t like them 
all. Please send me all you can. Someday t hope you will have a 
few duplicates of tne early one- especially the real small ones with 
no inscription- just a ring like you showed me in the collection. 
T wish there were some way T could should my apprectation for youx 
many kindnesses- have learned more in the past year than in the previous 
five years-thanks fo you. Have antirely recovered- financially from ny 
trip and you can send on anything you have-will remit promptly. ‘yagslow 
in returning the duplicates-they went yesterday- Chinese ‘n a day or two, 
Ts you invitation still open to cane down and spend a Sunday with you 
at the Society? ‘Yant to avail myself of this chance if you want me- some- 
time later in the Summer. Kindest personal regards 
ese 
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ALEX. BLACK GOAL COMPANY 


ROE eal VWVaInlS Bar 


SALES SUBJECT TO STRIKES, ACCIDENTS 


OR OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL PITTSBUR GH, PENNA. 


May 28th, 2°26 


Mre He ® Gibba 


Dear Mr. Gibbs: 


The returned coins reached here yesterday. 
Many thankee 


I trust you received the small package sent 
last week with ecme supplementary Chinese goings. 


I forzet to state in my previcus letter, that 
@li cf the coins absye each ticket are cf the price 
marked on that ticket. | 


Very truly vours, 


Curator 


June 3rd, 1926 


Wr. He T Cibbs 
“#104 Upland Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Dear urs Sibbss 
The Chinese coins arrived the other day, 
and yesterday i sant on ts you a package con 
taining the Mohammedan coins from the Staro- 
seeisky sctzaction. whieh you asked me to send 
te yous | A 
I really could not say whether Mr. Newell 
bought those Byzantine coins or not, as Il was - 
net at Kider's Sale, and have seer very little 
of him since that timee Byzantine dstoncter tne 
most part, are sufficiently cheap but they come 
in horribly poor conditione | 
I expect to be bees all of July, and, possi- 
bly, the first week or so of Auguste I shall be 
glad to see you some Sunday after that times 


Very truly yours, 


b/b]r4 
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June 9th, 1926 


Mr. He De Gibbs 
7104 Upland Street 7 as 
Pittsburgh, Pae 


Dear’ “Wr. Gibbs: 


Your letter just at hand. I de net see now 
how I can give you 25% off on the silver coins 
as everyocdy else who has bought from this coliec- 
tion has paid the price marked on the eneslopes. — 
I know that I offered that on those previously sent 
you, but I never felt really satisfied in doing go. 
The coins are really cheap encugh, considering they 
have all been attributed, and you can make your se- 
iections and do not have to buy anything you de not 
wante Also, I am trying to get as mush as I can for 
the owner of them who realiy needs the money. 
Certain ccins have been pur@hasedd since these were 
put in the envelopes and the deductions were net made — 
and you will find some envelopes with less ¢oines than Ei, 
were marked thsyeqa- 


Very truly yours, 


- Curator 
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dune L7th, 1926 


“Mro He De Gibbs 
7104 Uplard Street 
Pittaburgh, Pas 


Dear Mr. Gibbs: 


Your cheque arrived ($31.65), fof which many thanks. 
I em sorry, but I have had te refuse lending thet manuscript 
book of Chinese coins te people, and therefore cannot send 
4% to youe It is regrettable because I should like advan- 
tage taken of its information, but being a manuscript and 
the only copy there is, if it were lost or destroyed, years 
of work #ould be thrown away, so we have had to make that 
ruling here. 


Yesterday, I sent to you four of the books, for which 
you asked. The cther two - Marsden and Coin of Northern 
India, have been sold. ZI. wish you would return these efter 
glancing through them, as I have sent the list to several 

other people. 


There is a faik list of coins of the Chinese Republic, 
but it is very hard to get hold ef it. . 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


BiiDer GLBBS 
Numismatist 


August 6th, 1926 


Mr. iH. D. Gibbs 
7104 Upland Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Gibbs: 

Many thanks foryour cheque for the 
two books which came just after I had left 
for my vacation. I have just got back to 
my desk, but expect to be off more or less 
during this month. 


The coins came to hand safely and 
so did the books which you returned. 


Congratulations on getting a new 
house. I trust that you will enjoy it. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


Septeaber 4th, 1926 


Mr/ He De Gibbs — 
710¢ Upland Street 
Pittsburgh, Pee 


Dear Sire 
Thank you for your cheque for five dollars 
te cover payment of associate dues for 1926-2 We find | : 
no récord of having received previcue payment for this 
year. Did you have returned to yeu the cancelled cheque? 


Very truly yor s, 


Publication Depte eee 


SALES SUBJECT TO STRIKES, ACCIDENTS 
OR OTHER CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL 


ALEX. BLACK GOAL GOMPANY 


ROBE ile VVaiscis vrs 


PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 


September, 4, 1926. 


Anerican Numismatic Sosciety, 
155th. & Broadway , 
New Fork City, N. Ye 


Dear Sirss 


Please change my aduress, effective 
September 10th. 1926, from 7104 Upland gt. to 


1400 Belasco Ave., Beschview, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


——— 


ae ae ee 


HDG: L eas < 


Yours very truly, — va 


—, 


e. 
A Vrielaned Work 
Rag Darin y, 


January 


Wir. H. D. Gibbs, 
1400 Belasco Ave., 


Beechview, Pitisturen, Pa 


a Yow @ 


Dear Sir: ; 

| Your note to me came with your due 
hastening to reply. I have Leen absolutely 
all sorta of dutics the vast few months, and 
not cotten anvthine into shave to offer you 
& Jarre. bunch of cozper coins in the offing 
still ngt in such shape that I can dis™ose 


~~ 


¥ stili have yeu in-mind. nd that 


I can say. : 


Yery 


. Chreator 
HY: MB 


3 and I am 


tied up with © 


have really 
.. There is 
. They are 
of them. 


is anbont ali 


5 ee 


1400 Belasco Ave 
Pitts pureh, Pa. 
Waren e?.,. «yee 


Friend Wood: 


May I bother you again. I have the "bug" for Chinese Coins 
again and find that altmugh I copied "Lockharts" complete 

my notes are rather vague in a few cases and I would like to 
have it again also any other books on Chinese you might have 

to spare for a few weeks. Oh, what wouldn't si egive 00, be nean 
enough to the Society to make use of your books and what a help 
4% would be to have a talk with you once in a while. We doen't 
nave wut one serious student here(Mr. Marlier) and his facilities 
are the same as mine. Would also appreciate a book on modern 
Chinese (Believe Ramsden is what I need) so I wan classify my 
modern coppers. 


Can you put mg in touch with any one anywhere that I can get 

some. Chinese cains? Of course I like the odd) pieces buv these 

can be picked up a few at a time ° What I do like and wish I 

could get is the common cash coins of the various rulers and mings. 
Will appreciate any suggestion you can make. What does Mr Reilly 
and others do with their duplicates and would there be any use 
appealing to them. I noticed among the coins you showed me that 
in some casss there seemed to be a lot of duplicateB, for instance 
the thin plain knives of which I haven't any specimen and also 

the very small round uninscribed coins of which there a great many 
anf of which I have not even a single one. A duplicate of such 
things as this would be very welcome in my collection. 


Hope you will have some duplicates (of any kind) to send me one 
of these days as I have a little extra money to spare just now. 
Anytning you have will be welcome: 


I recently got a number of the Ancient Japanese Sens completing 

my collection, now having all twelve, Believe these are Tere, 

at least they must be from the time and effort it took to get them 
path Gee, I wish I could drop in to see you once in a while 

and talk to someone who can tell me the many things I want to 
know, I certainly appreciate your Kindness Tosme: 


Your Ssh ere. 


March 26, 1927 


Mr. H. D. Gibbs, 


, 14060 Beleses Ave., 


Pittsburgh, Pa. ; 


eS ; \ 


Dear Mr. Gibbs: 


Io am having sent to you agnin Lockhart'ts 
three volumes on Chinese Coins and would ask that you ve 
return if as soon ag you sonreniently Can, 42s ve have 

@alls-now and then for these books. I am slso including 
Ramsden's book on Chinese Coins, vhich is complete for 
the copper coins up to 1921. I find I have one cory left, 
which you ¢un have for 50 cents, which is the rrice they 
are s@lling at, . 


| Did you ever correspond with B. 2. Little, — 
P.O. Box 1150, Yakima, Washington. He has a wonderful 
collection of coins and many duplicates and I think you 
can pick up my¥ch from him. George ¥. Brown, Room 408, 
City Halli, Cricago,colleects Chinese coins and you may be 


able to get things from him. 


: gust at the present moment, we have nothing | 
in Chinese coins. I still have a bunch to look over but 
; have had no time to do this. Mr. R@illy is not disposing 


of any of hia. Although he has»many of those ancient rieces 
that lockalike, no two are really durlivates. You must re- 
member he has a specialized collection and every variant 
counts with him.. 


oe ' I may be able te nick out some Corean coins 
for you shortly. I am glad to know you have completed your 
twelve ancient Japanese Sen. I do hope, however, they are 


i genuine, All but two or three of the commoner ones are ex- 
og _tensively counterfeited. In fact of four, one seldom sses 


ss anything but counterfeits. 


Dy PARSER oe oe , . Very truly vours, 


Curator 


April 8, 1927 . 


Hr. H. D. Gibds, 
1400 Telasco Ave., 
Beechview, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


A week or go ago I sent you the three Chinese 
coins of the Glover cellectiongs As I hate not heard 
from vou I was wondering if you had received these. 

ot 


+ 


Very truly yours, 


sab 
£ , 
A 


Curator 
HY 33 


1400 Belasco Ave., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
April tl, 1927 


Dear Mr. Wood: 


Please don't think I don't appreciate your sending 
the books. Don't know whether I ever told you 

or not but I am Sales Manager for a local concern 
and am often away for short periods and it just 
happened that I left the day the books arrived and 
only returned Saturday. 


Thanks for sending them. I will return them very 
shortly. Thank you also for the names of the two 
collectors. Will write them as soon as 1 have time, 
Don't forget the Corean coins you mentioned, also 
anything else. 


I have at last found out what bit Elder and it is 

so ridiculous that it isn't worth fighting about. 

You know I told you that a Kellogg 20 Gold disappeared 
during the Sales while I was in NY. It seems that 

he thinks I took it. I never heard a more ridiculous 
statement. In the first place I have bought coins 

from him for 15 years or more and he knows that I never 
in all that time bid ona U.S. coinsof any kind and 
never collected them. Also I understand that he keeps 
the gold coins in a separate box and must know that 

I never even saw such a box and had no reason to, 

Also why would I take this coing, even had I seen it, 
when there were hundreds of coins that appealed to me 
and which I couldn't afford to buy on account of the 
price? I think the man is crazy and will have nothing 
more to do with him. 


Glad to hear from you any time. 


Yours truly, 


pone 
ha 


— 


b 


Mr. H. BD. Gibbs, 
1400 Belasoso Ave., 
Beechy iew, Pittsburgh, Poe 


My dear Givbs: 


T am sending you under weparnte: doeek? a. 


vox of Indian Coprer soins, from which vou can pick wos 
cut any you wish at the prices marked on the envelopes. — 


This is all that I have been able to ai6. peices Eat 


Gate. 


HY ME 


April 29, 1927 


1400 Belasco Ave., 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 


Friend Wood: 


Many thanks for the coins. I found quite a few varieties 
and wish there were more. I enclose check for what I have 
kept , also a dollar, 50 cents for postage on the Lockhart 
books and 50 cents for the book on modern Chinese coppers 
which you kindly sent me, ~ 


May I bother you further and mje ask you for a book on 

Mysore coins so that I can properly classify my now quite 
large collection of coppers, also a book that will enable 

me to classify Siamese coins, especially the bullets of which 
I have about 60 var. I believe H.W. A.J.N. 1904 is the 
standard work on this subject, isn't it? I do like to have 
my coins properly classified and I am totally in the dark 

on these Oriental coins without books. I certainly appreciate 
the trouble you have gone to in helping me. 


Will you think me presumptious if I were to ask you to bring 
Irs Wood and spend a week with us? You will be more than 
welcome. I have a nice home, a car, and have a position that 
enables me to almost come and go as I please and I can show 
you all the interesting points within a hundred miles or more 
of Pittsburgh and it is not far from here to Cleveland and- 
other points and if you wiya@ted to could run you over while 
you were here, Please consider this as I would like to have 
you visit me. I hope you will. 


Hope you will send on anything that turns up from time to 
time as these are the kind of coins I really want and would 
sooner have these coppers than most of the high priced silver 
coins that are coming to me from Europe every week, 


I am returning the books and coins tomorrow PP, Many thanks 


Yours sincerely, 
eal ll 
[4 7 & 

yal 


RI 
J i 


‘Jackson, which Fry probably referred to whth a 'J", the 


May 3rd, 1927) 


1400 Belasco Ave., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Mr. Gibbs: 


Your letter together with your second Sr ia 

enclosure with the check at hand. TI um glad to know 
that vou found sufficient Griental coins to make it — ae 
interesting for you. Under separate cover, I am send- 2 
ing to you three books, tvo on Mysore coins, one by Sa. 


other a more recent book ty Henderson. These two shovld 
put you straight on any coins you might have. Probably — 
the beat ond most uptodate book on Siamese coins, is the 
recent purliasation by Le May. I think this is far better 
than what I.wrote some venrs ago. Please do not keer this 
any longer than vou can help, as they are bathe ised os 
and on here. : 
I wish to thank you most aihceseie for thee nas 
invitation for Mrs. Wood and myself to visit you in Pitts- 
burgh. Just at present we cannot leave the SAS ATSD 3 who — 
are in school, and, also, just now Mro. Yood has a 
rather serious complication, which will necessit at a yes” 
reing under the doctor's care for, I hope, a short time. 
I cannot say just yet what our, or rather “ney plans for. 
the future will ke. I ales that possibly we can bala me 
curselves Jater on of your kind offer. A Se 


Very t eee . 


HY :MB 


1400 Belasco Ave., 
Pittsburgh, Penna, 
May 115. 1927 


Friend Wood: 


Books received, many thanks. They are fine and will help 
me a lot. Will return them within a few days as I don't want 
to impose on your good nature but I do want to get as much information 
from them as I can not only to classify my own collection but want to 
make notes so that future acquisitions may be properly classified. 


With regard to yourself and Mrs Wood visiting us I had in 
mind later on in the Summer thinking that possibly you could include 
Pittsburgh in whatever vacation plans you had and I assure you that 
you will both be more than welcome. I sincerely hope that it will 
worl’ out so that you can sppnd a week or more with us. 


* I hope Mrs Wood gets along all right and that everything 
comes along in good shape. 


Kindest regards 


1400 Belasco Ave ee 
Pittsburgh, Pa. May 23, 1927 Ba. 
Friend Wood: 


Many thanks for the books which I returned 
a day or two ago. Have been away. 


Please don't forget that we want you to visit 


us this summer. Hope Mrs Wood is getting along 0O.K. 
Kindest regards 


Glad to have anything that comes along, anytime. 


’ 


Jo. wt (nlege 


August 17, 1927 


\ 
Mr. H. BD. Gibbs, 
1400 Belasco Ave., 
Pittsburgh, Pe. 


Dear Mr. Gibbs: 


I am very gina to hear from you and hope 
to be able to send you something before lore. Mr. Robert- 
son is taking a good deal of the routine work off my io 


I was off about all of July on a special 
invitation to Nantucket and my vacation is over with. Mrs. 
Wood had to have massage, so could not come. She is now 
visiting with friends for about a month, so you can see. 
that we really cannot be off any longer. It was unfortunate — 
this year that both of us could not be off together. 


The whole building is being repainted and 
we #re in confusion for a few weeks. 


Very truly yours, 


ae ~ Curator 


HY :MB 


[=] ALEX. BLACK GOAL COMPANY 
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Mr. H.C. Gibns, | == 


<a November, 1927 


1400 Eelaseo Avenue, | Se 
Pittsburg, Pa. . 


Dear Vr. Gibbs: 


On receipt of your letter I get busy and took out 


those Korean coins and I sent then to. you yesterday. You can = 


take ypur pick at five cents each or take the whole lot at "3. 00. 
These *oreans arevmine. , 


Although we presumably have 4a iot of. Indian duplic mtes, We 


have not yet got arcund to separating them. {gees 
ms Rebertaon wishes to be remembered to. vou. fF toid him ‘te ae 

_ a 

write you. . saat 


I do not know that I can tell vou very much concerning those | 
pequliar African coins. These iron pieces are in all sorts of 
shapes, but the thin, twisted bars of various sizes with small 
wings on each end are the most comnon. They seom te be absolute 
money anc @re good as long as they are intact. Yhen cut or |. 
broken they eease ta be money. I underst nd they are in use in gr? 
parts of Afvica teday, and their use extends from Vest Central ae 
Africa (that is, from Senegal) right through the interior into — 
the Belgian Congo. , 


As regaris the Azteo chiseled coins, I know of nothing very 
scientific written on these from a numismatic standpoint. I have 
been informed by the best archaeological authorities that these 
are not and never were coins, but are simply ceremonial pieces. 


‘I myself hold no opinion one way or the other. Presumably they 


have been written up from an archaeological standroint. 


I have heard of Beetea hacienda tokens made of soap but nates 


~o never seen any. 


reraring | a new list of Mexican revolutionary issues, but 


ry truly yours) 


Curator 


1400 Belasco Ave., 
Pittsburgh, Pé@nma. 
pec. 5, Lee? 


Friend Howland Wood: 


Pardon de] n out of the City. | Many 
thanks for ‘or which check is enclosed. 
Most of them were varieties so I am keeping them all. 
Will welcome anything else that you get. 


Regarding the Indians. I did not expect that you 

had sorted them but you told me when I wag in NY last 
that you were going to someday and said I might have 
first chance at the duplicates and I just wanted tio 
keep it in your mind, Whenever you do get to this 

job (how I wish it were mine) just remember me. 


Have been getting some nice coins recently and now have 
something like $1200.00 worth of Siege and estp pieces 
from Europe on approval. Tne next time I am in Oy 

will show you the Mexican Soap Money. Wouldn't want to 
trust it to the mail. I got it from Mr Shinkle who died 
some yeers ago and who stated it had been in the family 
for many years. 

Hope you will send on anything that turns up. Would also 
appreciate any thing in the way of books as I am ever 
anxious to learn. 


Thanks again for your many kindnesses. 
Sincerely, 


od 
Ip 


- 


Mr. H. D. Gibbs, | 
(1400 Belasvo Ave., 


e for you. 


i remain 


Teese - Bth December, 1927 


~Beecnview, Sale abete Pa. 


“Dear Gibbe: se ea | sae ee 


- 


Many thanks for your cheyue fer $3.00, just received. 


ig 


ae oe Beg ae I made a start at some of the Indian dunlicates io ae 


thie: other day but did n@t wet very far, as I pot hauled eft 
to edit an article that ad just come in. However, with 
doing some ee Nr t{ will gradually accumulate a Aral 


"rusting to see vou when you. gome to New York, . = 


\ : aoe? 
Very truly voure, — 


Curator | 


1400 Belasco Ave., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Jan 4, 1928 


Greeting: Wish you a Happy and Prosperous New 
ear. 


Three different parties have written me recently 
about Mexican coins and now 1 have a long list 
of coins offered to me quoting “Wood's No" etc. 


Have you published a list of the Mexican Issues 
and can 1 buy one? I didn't know that such a 
list was in print although you said you were 
working on one. 


Will you give my best regards to friend Robertson 
and tell him if he don't write me soon I am coming 
down to New York and see what is the matter. I 
value the freindship of yourself and R.R. more 

than I can tell and I like to hear from my friends. 


Have recently received some wonderful Chinese coins 
which incidently cost a lot of money and which 
I cannot always afford. 


Regards, 
Sincerely, 


Vian 


ZA 


1Oth January, 1928 : 


Mr. Howard Gibbs, 
1400 Belasco Avenue, : 
Pittsburg, be 


Dear Gibbs: 


A feos years ago I got out a monograph on the 
Revolutionary coins of Mexico. Unfortunately, I have neo 
spare copies of my own, but the Society has some left which 
gell for $2.00. In the course of this year I am ‘hoping to 
get out a new edition. I have been head ever heels in work 


going through a collection of Mohammedan coins. However, there — 


will be few duplicates as we are only pickins cut. those we 
do not have. 


I do not think I will tell Roberson. to write to 
you, because you have put the threat in your letter that vou 
will come down to New York if he doesn't and I'd) hike to see 
you here in New York. 


Very boyy yours, 


ys 


1400 Belasco Ave., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Jan 26, -1928 


Friend ood: 


Thanks for your letter. I don't understand how I 
missed getting a copy of your monograph on the 
Mexican series. However as 1 have all the coins 
in your list except about a half a dozen and also 
have Mr Littles copy on loan I don't believe I 
would need to buy one now especially if your are 
Poing to issue a new list in the near future. 


I hope I understood your last letter correctly 
and that you will have some duplicates from the 
Oriental collection to send me as I am always 
pleased to have anything from you. 

With kindest regards, believe me 


Sincerely yours, 


1400 Belasco Aveé., 
Pittsburgh, Penna. June 29 


Mr Howland Wood, 
Amer. Num. Society, 
New York City: 


Dear Friend: 


I haven't heard from you for a "“coons age" and hope 
you are well. Suppose you are very busy. 


Haven't you some duplicates you can spare me. Haven't 
had any from you for quite a while and have been hoping 
that you would send me a big bunch of those Indian Dumps 
after you have found time to sort them. 


Will appreciate anything at all that you may have. 


Have neen getting some wonderful coins from Europe this 
past six months- more than I can really afford but many are 
of such nature that I think it advisable to buy when they 
come up. Have increased my West Indies Cut Coins to a 
really sizeable collection and have almost all the pieces 
in your list. Wish you could find time to publish another 
list giving the new pieces that have turned up since the 
old list was made* Am also looking forward to the book 

on Mexican Revolutionary Issues. 


I got the later Lockhart Catalogue of Chinese Coins- all 
in one volume so that I won't have to bother you again for 
the Glover Catalogue which was certainly a big help to me. 


Hope you can find a lot of duplicates to send me. With 
kindest personal regards, believe me 


Yours sincerely, 


30th June, 1928 


Mr. H. D. Gibbs, : 
‘Pittsburg, Pa. 


My dear Kr. Gibbs: , x " eee 


All this spring I have been busy cistantne 
up my Mexican Revolutionayy articke. I have just completed 
it aud it is rew before the Publication Committee. I have — 
not been able to: tuekle much of the work cn the Oriental - ever! 
coins. HKebertsom, however, has been working on the Chinese. -  ~— 
Ke is now away on bis vacation, but I will speak to him when een 
he- returns. I myself will be away all Summer. . | a ae 


we do not send you coins for two reasons - we nee not 
had many, and also it is ao much easier to se@li them here 
- gt ‘the Society te memvers and others who are coming in ail eae 
the time. In fact, we oan get rid of almost anything we have Can 
right here in the building. However, I think there will be — ie 
quite a bunch of Chinese coins when Robertson gets through. 
with our cillecticn. 


ea en tay. glad to know that you have been eotting. & lot of f 
eoins from Europe. After all, this is the best aceeds to aa 
them. . 


Very pire yours, 


_— 


fee Curator 


; “ede 


1400 Belasco Ave., Pgh Pa. July 7 


Dear Mr Wood: 


Thanks for your interesting letter. I hope you will 

x forgive me bothering you so much but I simply cannot 
pass up the possibility of getting coins which I like 
So well. 


Il appreciate that you can easily dispose of all the 
duplicates you get right in New York without the trouble 
of packing and shipping all over the country on the other 
hand think of us poor collectors out in the sticks who do 
not have the opportunities that New York collectors have. 
What wouldn't I give to be able to use the library of 

our Sogiety and what a wonderful help it would be. What 
local collector do you know who would make a hand drawn 
copy of every illustration and all the descriptive matter 
in the Lockhardt catalogues. 


Won't you please be kind enough to let me have all the 
duplicates of the Chinese (also any other Oriental) that 
you can. I will gladly take all you have at any price 

you set as you have always been fair to me. They need not 
be classified and I will take duplicates and all. 


You have been very kind to me in the past and I hope you 
will continue your help. 1 don't know why but I wrote 
Kobinson some time ago and never got a reply. ‘there is 

some agency working against me. I don't know why because 

my conscience is clear and I fear no man. I have made 
mistakes in the past but they are many years gone and I have 
nothing to be ashamed of in the past 15 years. 


Please do what you can to get me the Chinese and forgive 
me for bothering you so much. Possibly being a. real coin 
lover yourself you may understand my longings. 


Sincerely, 


“4 
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135th July, 1928 


Mr. H.D.Gibbs, 
Pittsburg, Pa. 


Dear Vr. Gibbs: 


| I have classified the Society's Chihese coins, 
the round ones only, up to the Ching Dynasty, 1616, and have 
made a fine selection of our best duplicates, 435 pieces, more 
or less, which I am sending to you by parcel rost. 


Among these you will find many really rare and scarce 
ccins, ard only a few duplicates; many are die varieties of 
same reigns. 


If the Jot is satisfactory to you, we will ask you to 
forward your cheate for {23 in payment for same. No selection 
is to be made from the Gonsignment; it is sold only as a whole. 


When I get around to the 'knife and fork’ coins and the 
issues from the Ching Dynasty on, I will send yeu another lot 
subject to selection. 


I thank you for your letter, received long ago, but not 
having anything to write about I did not reply, for whieh you 
will please forgive. There is no ‘agenoy' or evil spirit between 
us, I can assure you. 


With best wishes, 


Sincerely yours, 


Jj rye r , aI 

; a py : 

Ce Phe tort eae Ses bite” Ba 

Shite 4 Meese) We 2 MARD i eet Be 


1400 Belasco Ave., Pgh Pa. July 14 


Friend Robertson: 


t am more than pleased to have your letter and thank you very 
much for the coins. I am sincerely glad that there is nothing 
wrong as I have been worried that possibly you too had turned 
against me. I don't care about Elder because my conscience 

is clear but frankly I like you a lot and it would grieve me 
indeed to lose your friendship. You know we all have plenty 
of friends and acquaintances but there are some who appeal to 
us more than others and 1 cannot forget your kindness and 
courtesy when I was down to New York two years ago. 


I suppose your new duties keep you pretty busy and unless you 
have moved you have a pretty long journey back and forth. 


The coins are at my home and I have not seen them yet but 

look forward to doing so. I know they will be nice and will 
send you a check in a short time. You see I suffer with what 
is called Rose Fever a seasonal malady that attachs some people 
in July and acts as a form of asthma. My home is in the 
suburbs and is surrounded by a lot of ground with a lot of 
roges and other flowers and in order to sleep at nights I have 
had to move downtown to the YMCA for a few weeks. 


IT hope you have found joy in your ‘new position and I envy you ,/ py much 
your possibilities. Gee, how 1 wish-1 had a chance to use e if 
the books at the Society. ; Va 


Please don't misunderstand what I said about and agency at 

work against me. What I meant was that Elder has done everything 
to be mean and yet I believe that in his heart he knows that 

I was innocent. 


Thank you again for the Uhinese. his is the most interesting 
series Of them-all. i have between forty and fifty thousand 

coins now and my collection is growing faster every year but 

none of them are more interesting than the Uhinese and Uriental 
PMaLenies Guc. (nave Lround that J am better off without the Eider 
pales as | always|.got a lot of duplicates and many inferior 

coins. Am still buying some from the Sales (Got $143.95) mostly 
Canadians from Hesslien but most of my stuff is coming from abroad 
ance shilewit costs 4a lot of money for the better stuff it is 
Worth it. 


Where are you going to spend your vacation- or have you had yours. 
I would be tickled to death if you could spend a week with me. 
Have a big car-plenty of house room and while i don‘t know your 
personal likes Il am sure we could entertain you and show you a 
good time if you will come. Sincerely I mean it-Will you? 


Ph witl eend a check shortly. Please send the rest of the Chinese 


when you get them. 1 will take all you have -think | can dispose 
of any duplicates you may have. 


Sincerely, Stee 


wr Mian me & 


ate 


1400 Belasco Ave Pittsburgh Pa % 
, Aug 30, 1928 | 


Friend Robertson: 


Just got back from my country vacation and feeling 


Wonder if you will give me the benefit. of your 
knowledge. Please note the coin(?) enclosed. Can 


YouctelLome what it 1s. ts at ascoln and is 1% 
genuine. 


j How are you getting along with the Chinese? Am 
looking forward to another fine box like the last. 


Thanks in advance for your kindness. Give my 
regards to, Mr Wood. 


Sincerely, 
A 
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This lot exhausts all the duplicates we have in Chinese coins. 
: Later on we may send you something else that may interest yeu. 


Sincerely yours, 


1400 Belasco Ave., Pittsburgh Pa, 


Friend Robertson: 

I am delighted with the Chinese coins you sent me. 

They were sure fine and filled a lot of gaps in my 

collection. 

Am looking forward to the later coins of the Mind Dyn as there are 


many mint varieties I lack. Also the early odd shaped coins. 
When you get these sorted I will be mighty glad to have them. 


Thanks very much for your kindness. These Chinese coins mean 
a lot to me as I never seem to be able to find a dealer who 


has the ones I want. 


a 


viLncerely., 


Check enclosed. 
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I think Robertson is plenning to. See you 
for a day or two following Columbus Day. However, I vies 
see what I can do in making it sure. As for myself and wif 

it has been very hard for us to get away on any long ‘bri; ps 
as we are away all summer with the children and after st 00. 
begins we have to keep them in school and ean not do ra 
breaking away. Nevertheless, I have thought of your kind 5 
invitation and hope some time to avail myneit of Ate Sait tee ee | 
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1400 Belasco Ave Pittsburgh, Pa. 
October 25, 1928 ; 


Friend Wood: 


Had a delightful visit with kKobert Robertson 
last Sunday at the Society and was sorry that 
it was Sunday and you were not there. 


There are two matters @ wanted to ask you about. 
First: you will recall that I have been bothering 
you for Oriental coins for several years and when 

I saw you in NY two years ago you promissed me 

that when you had any duplicated or got a chance 

to go over the big lot you had unassorted you would 
send them to me. Guess you must have forgotten 

it as RR sent a bunch to Auction Sales. I feel 
sure it would be more profitable to give them to 

me and I am sure I would appreciate them more. 
When. you have any more please remember "yours truly". 
You, I know, like the Oriental coins so you can 
understand my liking of them. 


The next subject: RR showed me a whole drawer full 

of "fake" Chinese and I wonder if I could persuade 

you to let me have them. They are worth a lot to me 
and are worthless to you, for this reason. Both 
yourself and Robertson, as well as Mr Reilly and no 
doubt others in N¥ can tell these fakes at a glance, 

If there is any question you have the Reilly Collection 
as well as your own wonderful collection to use for 
comparison, to say nothing of all the books on the 
subject,; while I have nothing to compare them with 

and since my return I have already discovered ower 

a hundred dollars worth of fakes sold me as genuine, 
and to my unexperienced eye they looked genuine. They 
all came for "reliable de@lers. The copies you have 
would enable me to tell when I am getting the real 
thing and as I am onby just getting really started on 
the Chinese they would probably save me many a heartache 
later. What say you? Will be glad to buy these at 

any reasonable figure and I am sure you do not need 
them to tell the good from the bad. 


Will be glad to hear from you. Regards 
Sincerely, 


WW 


ee 


20th November, 1928 


Mr. H. D. Gibbs, 
Pittsburg, Pa. 


Dear Wir. Gibbs: 


Please pardon my Pee in answering you, sake : 
I have been so filled up with werk that I have not been toent 
$o any one. I am sorry that I sould not see you the day that — 
you gane to New York, but we had oe house full of sescid nce! over = 
Sunday. | “s 


I have not had any big lot of Criental eatne in auprientas: 3 
since I saw you. TI have been gcing over these, a fer a% 2. Sine ae 
end most of them have gone to two colioctors here who dome up_ " 
about every Saturday. All these we did send to an auction sale 
ware rubbi oh aud thone that you hed seen befere, and some silver — 
Gcins that I didn't think’ you were interesteé in, aa I was the 
under the “‘upression you preferred wopper to silver. Hovever, 
wilt yg@ar in mind to send you some in the future as we. pert bi 

Nevexrtnislsss, those people that keep coming in nae aaa 
fox duplicates naturally get first chanee. 


I am very much afraid I shall have to Saux you aa 
the Chinese 'fakes'. It is not our policy to sell fakes as we | 
not know to what purposes they may be diverted after they Pp! we our 
hands. I do not distrust you, but sometime if your ¢ollect: - 
solid they may be sold as originals, and it is our purpose » ke 
a3 many as possible out of the market. Again, all the fak 30 
are from different molds. They are of far more pepe C 
museum than to any private collector. . 


I was much.interested in the Jot of Chinese coins 
a while ago. I trust that you can get your money back 
those. = 


1400 Belasco Ave Pgh Pa. Dec 20 


Friend Robertson: 


Just a line to wish you and Howland Wood a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. Hope this finds you well. We are having 

a lot of trouble here with the Flu and a lot of peoples are 
sick. So far myself and family have escaped. 


I am sorry that 1 am unable to pay my bill more promptly but 

I have had one set back after another. You yourself were re- 
sponsible for one of them without your knowledge?? I sent a 
bunch of duplicates to Hesslein for sale and expected to get them 
in the bec Sale but now have a letter explaining that your bunch 
reached him first and he thought it best not to put ‘them both 

in the same sale. However 1 enclose check on account and hope 

to send another shortly. I probably worry a lot more about 
oweing a bill than the other fellow. 


Kindest regards, Sinoerely, 


26th December, 1928 


Mr. iH. D. Gibbs, 
Pittsburg, Pa. 


Dear lix. Gibbs: 
| As usual, I am several weeks behind in 
acknowledging my correspondence, but I beg to thank you 
for your cheque in partial paypent of the coins bought. — 
| I am- beginning to dig in to sone of those 
Indian coins, weeding cut the duplicates, but I have _ 
not got them into good enough shape to send them out. 
Iwill, however, send you a bateh of those later on. — 
With the eempliments of the season, *. ‘renain: 


Sincerely yours, 


Curator 


Wren fits. Beene 
(_Llebe gk Aa pe~ >t 


ae Cl Sa as fee 


30th January, 1929 


Sr. Gibbs, | - : cab 
Pittsburg, Pa. : ase Ss 
Dear Ir. Gibbs: eae See eS 7 a 

i was very ae to hear Prom yOu. “SF am uf Be ah 


‘still wofiking over Indian coins, quite largely Southern — A 
Indian, but have not got through with my labors yet. me 
are two or three of us here working on the Far Bastern coin 
and I am working on the Indian, so do not see how we can 
send any oftthese books out just now as we save referring 


to Ahan. a 3 gh ce fee 

acces ae 

. I trust you will be successful with your ee 

things in Hesslein's sale. ~ ., 
, Very truly wines - oe e 


25th Feb., 1929 


Mr. He De Gibbs, 
Pittsburg, Pa. 


Dear Mr. Gibbs? . 


| Many Shanke for your cheque for payyent 

on account, and also for the gift to our Society of 
that Turkestan coin. “e are very busy now on the 

@olleetion of United States coins that have come in; 


most of them are Swan io cea but they haveto be carefully 
i eoapered ) ; 


Very truly yours, 9 


Bees : 
bcp. Se acs 


o> ee ae 
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Nay — Sys eee Ho foe perp eepr Juher, 


pt sy Ae ee ihe aah 
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ee ie je 
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pete Bea as 
7S ci aray  Baoe A 
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Un Dat 
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/ 
De © 204 Song © Hohe tt. fe 
out mo: 
SOV —— cane ae sas 


ae = i 
{ pan” fi # up fame 


Nove 4, 1929 


Mr. H. O. Gibbs . 
1400 Belasco Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 


Dear Mr. Gibbs: 


Your letter arrived just as I came dewn with the 
teint and pnewnonia, and since my return to the office I have 
peen trying to catoh up with back work. Right now we are in 
the throes of the new building and will be moving before very 
longe I do mot see how we Gan really help you for a long 
while to comé, &% we all have and wili have far more work, Rese 
we can properLy do | 

The only books on the subject are printed in Dutch, 
by Neteher, Van der Chija, H. C. Milliés, and the Catalogue of 
the collection in Batavia. If you have not these I think 
Schulman would be the best person to write to. However, none 
of these books are more than five pereent gaégisfactory. There 
‘are two or three large French books cn Armmamese coins, one by 
Schroeder and the other by La Croix,-both expensive... A@ for 
the Chinese coins, one might have to refer to a number of works 
in Chinese. , 


Robertson has been pretty busy and right now is 
taken up with selling the Winnberg coins. You might write to. 
him in about a month and he might volunteer to help you out. 

I might feel more ambitious if I was a little stronger, but I 
am saving myself now all I can. Let me hear from you again 
and I might be able to help you on some of the most out of the 


sos Way pieces, if you do not send too many. 


Sincerely yours, 


Curatore 


December 7th 1929 


Mr. H. D.Gibbs 
1400 Belaseo Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear ir «Gibbs: 


I have seen Mexican coins sintran™ 
to the one vou have sent, but I have always — 
peen in great doubt as to their genuineness. 
it. is a peculiar thing that as far as I have — 
been able to find out, none of these were 
known until about twenty years ago. Also I 
see ho reason why they should have been made. 
I view the whole bunch of them with petite ses 
because they are cast. If by any e se ti 
series is genuine, I would not include this ae 
as°a genuine piece because I do not like the pate 
looks of it, and it doesn't have the ore 
of any Agee 


Robertson has been meanine £0 te uel 
to you but has been swamped with work this a 
summer anf fall on account of my aheeuees ZY 


Sincerely yours, 


tab of angina} folder 


: oh 
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oe AS 
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ANN 
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OAR! 
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Gibbs, \doward Donleath 193 i137 
Ge 
(Pittsburgh, PA| 


Wawlond Wood - Curatorial 


nnn, Es 


June 11, 1950 


He De Gibbs, Esq. 


41400 Belasco Avenue 


Beachview 
‘Pittsburgh, Penna. 
. Dear br, Gibbs: 
This is just to remind you that you still . 
owe us ten dollars($10.00) for coins bought some time ago. 
If you could settle this account, we should be very much 
obli 
obliged. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator » 
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~~" Goins sent to Gibbs - Oct. 15, 1928 
(Returned coins deducted) 


A 


od each 21 242 
5S¢ " 7 250 
10¢ z 4& «40 
15¢ n 7 1.05 
20¢ " Mi 220 
25¢ " 7 1.75 
35¢ « 7 2.45 eg (st 
40¢ i 1 «40 Phi ae nimichae 
50¢ tt 2 1.00 | | er RS cae 
60¢ r 2 1.20 aT gat tae ces 
75¢ " 2 1.50 | Rests tan* Ars 2 
$1.00 " 12 12,00 Sens aia ays | 
1.50 3 4,50 AC ae ae 
1.75 " 1 1.75 7 ee ees 
2.00 " 3 .6.00 Ree 
2.50 3 7.50 = 
5.00 " 1 5.00 | cok raat a8 
$287,477 ee ast br 
Coins delivered to Gibbs - Oct. 21,1928 
Breacteates: 
25¢ each zh sae 
35¢ =" 1 mre} s) 
50¢ “i 2 1.00 
75¢ # de 075 < 
$1.00 MJ Ae 1.00 
1.25 Ly 2 2200 Siete * 9 
2.50 " 2 5.00 ee 
10.85 (Fea! 
Turkestan 3 taels: 
1.00 each 21 21.00 21.00 
Miscellaneous Coins ts 
Lot 8.15 8.15. 
97.47 
Coins returned ,Nov.5 _12.--_ 
Bal. due 85.47 ’ 


By check 12/21 ae: Bape ob 
“= \QROROtbal.. ye ROS OO ar autw 
By check 2/18 Bi ae 
By check 4/22 
Bal. 
By check 6/7 | 
Scie 
wae Py check: Mee 


i 


are sending the whole transaction. 


7 


n } Sing 4 

alte } t Ee aAt 

Ga mene” tae ts June 23,1930 : 
a Berane) 

Baar ‘ \ 3 
He De Gibbs, | tens 
1400 Belnaco Avenue . | 
Pittsburgh, Penna, 
Dear Mr.Gibbs: Y, eee 


Many thanks for me prompt meine of your cheeque tor 


"ten dollars. et find that we have ‘both made mistakes. Our r a 


state that your lest payment was in wine Loge when tar wis 928,006 


At 


Our nisteke was that we said you oad us ten HOLA EIR and I find | 


that it is $15.00. So that everything will be clear to You, | we 2 


Sincerely yours, 


\ 


Curator. 


fl 
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216 MCKEES ROCKS TRUST BUILDING 
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Hn. BD. GIBBS 
Mr. Howland Yood, Curator, 1400 BELASCO AVE, 
American Numismatic Society, ie Se iets Agee Ser sie 
L55th & Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


Dear Howland: 


It has been a long time s 


nee I wrote you or heard from 
you and I am just wonderi : 
: € 


2 ean. call on your good 


— e 
< Ce ‘ 
+, 

ba 


ge aes ae Sn ae eS x oe = ty 
nature once more ior some initormation ana assistance. 


fq - a ag ties et sed “= , L as 
is you know, I have always bee ested in 
Py one fo ot a ee 3 e ; af ae . 
Oriental coins, and you may reeal] shat you t one time 
loaned me the three volumes of the r collection 


+ pn] 5 pe are wa A es et ae A s«ry hanes ae ae a + ' ‘ 
ie¢n J Laboriously co DLeGy PY Bana Le ALOT Ma GLO Te an 
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1b] rx) Y} W7 va oe Oe , try Pe Ce ar 7 RQaag Parr HOrAaAnanwrcr Oh C 
= Ber LE. INA ibe pha ee Gey »Q PU GR Vie, Gab SSLTVY orainary uAinese 
2 en e s * Se gt j “ j ° ” 5 
COLNnS and i a UA UTD OBE Oo dO 60. UsSine ihe top ehar- 
§ ) L sO P a ag 
1 se - — “ = - 
n ‘ , B. e ‘ ) 1 . pS = a : 
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MINERS OF 
HIGH GRADE DOMESTIC AND STEAM COAL 


216 MCKEES ROCKS TRUST BUILDING 
MCKEES ROCKS. PA. 


wy 


May 3, 1933. ia 

2 ie 

Mr. He D. Gibbs ; “ ~ 
1400 Belasco Ave. | ( 
Pittsburgh, Pa. | Rar 
Dear Gibbs: =: yea 
Very glad to hear from you and I trust you ere e ae 
mkaing a ¢o with your easy classification of Chinese coins (> 5a 
by indexing the first character. I have been away for six — ae 
weeks in the hospital and Iam only just back. Consequently, His pee tay 


I am loaded up with work and not feeling any too strong. 
Therefore, I do not think I would want to tackle right now 
your complete list. However, if you can send me only those 
titles that you don't know or are in doubt about I will see . oe 
what I can do in checking them up. This I could do far easier , }. +) aaa 
than going through your whole list because presumably with the Bees = 
material you have you will give everything that anyone would . \ oe 
be apt to get. When you make out this list try to copy as a 
exactly the style of character as you can as sometimes this (ye giiee 
makes a difference as to how you attribute it. There are a. 
several different sizes of those long iron coins; the more ee 
common one which is from 1b to 18 inches is called a Guinze A 
and comes from French Guinea and has a trade value of about Bee 5 
three of our cents, or before the war of 15 French centimes. oa 


As yet I have done very little on those I.° ua te 
coins; in fact, the only ones I have sorted out are %keigapper oe ae 
Kulbarga coins. There might be a doen varieties in these. wae 


You are just the same as any other enthusiastic .~ Pe 
collector, that is you load up every inch of space you have Ps 
with coins and accessories. I got rid of all that when I meuy- 
came here so that the wife now does not complnin over my tak-~ 
ing up too much room. Ag a matter of fact she is the one that 
takes up most of the room now days and I have very little space 
at home to work in, 


e 


Very truly yours, | 


HW: JG 


a 
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MINERS OF 
HIGH GRADE DOMESTIC AND STEAM COAL 


216XMCKEESOROCKS* TRUST BUILDING. 
MCKEES ROCKS. PA. 


Sll W. Main St., Carnegie, Pa. 


H. D. GIBBS 
1400 BELASCO AVE. 
PITTSBURGH, - PA 


May 5, 1936. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 

The American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway between 155th and 156th Sts., 
New York, N. Y. 


Dear Mr. Wood: 


Was very glad indeéd to get your letter of May 3 and was 
sorry to hear that you have been laid up. Hope that you 
are feeling better and will soon be your old self again. 


I appreciate very much your agreeing to help me out on a 
few of the characters for my article, and I am mailing 
you herewith the pencil copy of same rather than just 
copying off the few on which I need help as I believe it 
would be easier for you just to turn to the numbers in 
question because they are in chronological order, and it 
will be easier for you to locate the information in this 
way. If you will be so kind, you can just write in the: 
information lacking right on the sheets. I am attaching 
a list of the numbers in question so that all you need to 
do is to refer to the numbers on my list. 


Regarding the long iron coins about which I asked you, I 
am still not quite satisfied that you have given me the 
information I want. I am quite familiar with the pieces 
from fifteen to eighteen inches long as I have four or 
five of these in my collection, but what I want to know 
is do the same type of pieces five feet or longer come 
from the same district? I know that you have one of these 
long pieces and I believe it is identical with mine. 


I wish there was some way of knowing just what the Society 
collection lacks in foreign items as I would be glad to 
make a donation from time to time, if I knew what was needed. 


Are you going to get to the convention at Chicago this year? 
Hope to see you there. 


Yours truly, he 


fc 
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H. D. GIBBS May 9, 1955. 
{1400 BELASCO AVE, 
PITTSBURGH, - Pry 
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Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 
n Amar? a) Nimiamnat ve att 
ne america UMLSMatiGc soclety 


> ren 5 a a ata ce 
roadway between 155 & L56th ts., 
= TT an TT HEL 
ew LOrk, e BS 


T hax syp0t yvreers whe} ant : 
I have just recalled when I sent you my 


article the other 


- 


return postage 


May 12, 1933. 


Mr. H. D. Gibbs 
1400 Belasco Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 


Dear Mr. Gibbs: 
\ 

Your letter enclosing stamps 
just at hand. I also should have acknowledged 
receipt of your letter containing the mmnu- 
script. I have started in to work on this and 
know that many of your questions. cannot be 
absolutely answered, as they are of disputed 
rulerse _ 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JG Curator 


May 25, 1933. 


Mr. He De Gibbs 
1400 Belasco Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


‘Dear Mr. Gibbs: 
I have at last gone through 
your manuscript of Chinese coins and I 
think I have answered all your questions. 
If not, let me know. I am herewith return- 
ing the manuscript. , ; 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JG Curator 


ay ae ee (C5 LSS 
NUMISMATIST 


jo0O°c! SBEEASCOVAVEN UWE 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


september 25, 1933. 


Mr. Howland Wood, 

c/o American Numismatic Society, 
Looth and Broadway, 

New York, New York. 


My dear Howland: 


Was hoping that you would be at the American Numismatic 
Association Convention in Chicago as we had a mighty , 
good gathering there and I believe everyone enjoyed him- 
self. 


I am only writing you for some information. Recently 
there was donated to me from the H. J. Heinz Collection 
about twenty bronze rings of various sizes, some from 
China and some from Roman excavations. Among these was 
one of particular interest. It seems to be a double 
ring, one band being inside the other. The outside band 
is punched in a deep square with raised letters with the 
two letters, "S.C." 


Have you any data concerning such an item? Was this 
used as money, or what was the object of the insignia 
"S.C." similar to that found on Roman bronze coins? 
Possibly lir. Newell would have some information concern- 
ing this. Will appreciate your advice. 


Very truly yours, 


HDG: DEB 


October 7, 1934. 


ir. He D. Gibbs 
1400 Belasco Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear We. Gibbs: 


Please pardon the delay 
in answering your letter but I was holding 
it to speak to Mr. Newell about that ring 
with SC on it. It was new to him. He 
said he would like to see it and then 
could possibly tell you better so will you 
please send it-on to me. Under separate 
cover I am sending you both Jacison dnd 
Henderson as well as Le May's pamphlet. 


Very truly yours, 


HW:IG Curator 


y 2 


ae, HOWARD D. GIBBS 


SEIN ies IV Ake (S34) 
1400 BELASCO AVENUE 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Cetober Lil, 1933S. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 

The American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway between 155th & 156th Sts., 
New, York, N. X. 


Dear Howland: 
Thanks very much for your letter of October 7. 


Regarding the Koman ring which I have with the letters 
"S c" on it, I am sending it to you under separate cover 
and will be glad to have you show it to Mr. Newell. 


The history of this piece is that the late Howard J. Heinz, 
owner of the H. J. Heinz Pickle Company, who before his 
death was one of the largest collectors in the world of 
antiques specializing on ivories of which he had the great- 
est collection in the world. Naturally in his travels over 
the world and his contacts with.agesnts picked up many things 
that were not exactly in his line. His secretary recently 
gave me about twenty bronze rings, part of them from excava- 
tions in Roman territory and part from China, and this in- 
seribed ring was among them. You will note that unfortu- 
nately the outer covering is beginning to split, and if you 
have any facilities at the Society building for repaiting 
this in some way, I would appreciate it if you would as the 
outer shell seems to be very thin. 


I am advised that the Metropolitan Museum have no record of 
any such ring and state that Henkel's "Romische Fingerringe"™ 
lists over two thousand exmmples of rings but does not refer 
to any with this "S C" inscription. 

This specimen intrigues me. I wonder whether it was ever 
used for money or whether it was a sign of authority given 
to some officer of the Roman Senate, and I will be very glad 
to hear from you as to what you and Mr. Newell think of it. 


Thanks very much for sending me the books I requested. I 
will return them very shortly. 


Very truly yours, 


HDG: DEB 


October 18, 193%. 


Mr. Howard D. Gibbs 
1400 Belasco Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear ‘tr. Gibbs: 


. Your letter of October 11th 
came promptly to hand stating that you were~ 
sending under separate cover the ring with 
the S. C. on it. Up to date this hes not 
come, Could you have neglected to send it 
or has it gotten lost in the mail. I hope 
you insured it. Please ldok this up. 


Very truly yours, 


ff 


. HW: IG Curator 
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Gcteper 2). 1933. 


Mr. Howland Wood, 
c/o American Numismatic Society, 
L55th & Browdway, 
New York, N. Y. 
Dear Howland: 

I have your letter of October 18 and wish 
to advise that I am just sending the ring today. 
It has been packed and ready to go for a week, 
but I just haven't been able to get to the post 
office to insure it. 


Yours very truly, 


HDG: DEB 


October 30, 1933. 


Myr. Howard ‘D. Gibbs 
1400 Belaseo Avenue 
, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Mr. Gibbs: ¢ 


The package with the ring 
just at hand. It is not Roman, nor is the 
mirk on it SC but SG. The lettering is of 
no great age. It is possibly only fifty or 
sixty years old. It is a "gout" ring, that 
is made of two different metals, supposed to 
cause a mild electric current. I will hold 
it a little while and show it to Newell as 
you wished me to-do. 


Very truly yours, 


HW:JG Curator 


é 


November 2, 1933. pee 


a 


Mr. fi. D. Gibbs ; 
1400 Belaseo avenue 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 


i 


Dear Mr. Gibbs: 


Zam returning under separate 
cover the ring you sent on. Newell said it has 
“no resemblance to anything Roman and what Io. 
wrote you the other day still holds good. 


bo Wary CralLy yourg, 


| 


HW:7G J Curator 


€ alee WN elie (. Go hE ES 
NUMISMATIST 
1If+0O0 BELASCO AVENUE 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


November 6, 1933. 


Mir. Howland Wood, Curator, 
The American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway between 155th & 156th Sts., 
New York, N. Y. 
Dear Mr. Wood: 

I am very sorry to have bothered you about the 
Roman ? ring, but my intentions were good.As I ex- 
plained to you this came from a legitimate source 
but without any information. 

I thank you very much for your kindness just 
the same. 


Yours truly, 


HDG: DEB 
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H@VVAR D seal es 
NUMISMATIST 
1400 BELASCO AVENUE 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


November 23, 1933. 


Mr. Howland Wood, 

c/o American Numismatic Society, 
155th & Broadway, 

New York, N. Y,. 


My dear Howland: 


I was called out of town suddenly and did not have time to 
write you but arranged to have the books returned and hope 
they reached you in good order. I enclose postage to 
cover their transportation to me. 


May I call on you again for some help? I am anxious to 
write an article which will be accurate and complete as 
possible on the crude money of the Aztecs as I have a very 
complete collection of this material and I am unable to 

find anything that gives any real information ahout the 
subject. If you will be kind enough to let me have what- 
ever books you have on this matter, I will return them as 
quickly as possible, and if you care to have your assist- 
ant go to the trouble of giving me a sketch of the various 
Aztec items in the Society collection, I will try to send 
yo. something for your collection that it is lacking as I 
have a number of things which I do not believe are to be 
found in North America. Did you ever see the long chisel- 
shaped Aztec coin or media that is as thin as paper? I 

have a number of these which I understand are lacking from 
the Field Museum and also from the National Museum of Mexico, 
which I obtained sometime ago direct from the source of exca- 
vation. : 


Have you ever heard that the most valued media of exchange 
of the Aztecs and also the other Indians of Mexico and 
Central America was the beautiful tail feathers of the 
quetsal bird? This important fact was developed recently in 
Chicago while I was visiting with Frans Blom of the Middle 
America Research, Tulane University, and Mr. Cramer, archae- 
Ologist in charge of the Maya Temple, and I want to develop 
this angle of the question, too. 


Anything you can do to assist me in this investigation will 
be appreciated and I believe it will be of interest to the 
Numismatic fraternity in general. 


Yours truly, 


A be tr A, 
€. é : 


— 


December 6, 1933. 


a 


Mr. Howard ). Gibbs fy aes 
1400 Belesco avenue | | ) | ate 
:ittsburgh, Pa. | 


hear Howard: ; 3 FY. 


Kae ane Please pardon the delay in acknow-. Beet, 
iledging your la: t letter but it took us some ae 
time to look up various articles on Aztee coins — ee 
as we did not have them catalorued specifically. | Meee 
tan sending you a number of pamphicts that take | he 
up this subject ond trust you will find enough ~ eee: 
to make it worth your while. I hive followed wade 
these Aztec pieces very little. I have heard ra 
that various feathers were highly valued a8 . : Heel 
also that the large obsidinanal knives had a he fea 
actual trading value at a fixed rate. Also, “that FEA 
they used gold dust sealed in quills. The only a ee 
piece that we have is one of the copper premne ian sip. 
an outline of which I am enclosing. ' 


Very truly yours, - 


Hi: TG. ea , Curator 


HOWARD D. GIBBS 
NUMISMATIST 
1400 BELASCO AVENUE 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


December 9, 1933. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 

The American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway betw. 155th & 156th Sts., 
New York, N. Y. 


Dear Howland: 


Your very kind letter of December 6 received also 
the pamphlets which you sent me, and I appreciate 
it very much as you know the writing of such a 
monograph as f propose is strictly a labor of love 
and requires considerable research if it is to be 
authoritative oid anywhere near complete. As far 
as I have yet lef&rned there are no complete nor 
authoritative works on the subject, and complete 
and authoritative references must be found 
scattered over documents and books throughout the 
world, and I hope to be able to make this worth- 
while and I expect to have the eooperation of the 
Buffalo Museum of Science in my endeavor. 


When I return the books and the pamphlets to you 
in the near future, I will try to enclose one or 
more specimens which you do not have as I have 
several hundred varieties in my collection. 


You might be interested in knowing that the tail 
feathers of the quetzal, which are so highly 
valued, are in my collection ineluding a quetzal 
bird too. 

Kindest personal regards. 


Yours truly, 


HDG: DEB 
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1400 Jel: Sco Ave. » Pi bt bl 


Dear Mr Wood: Was mighty glad to hear from you but 
sorry to hear that you had been very sick, Hope you 
are now O.K. I appreciate that you have been all 

torn up and that it would make it very hard for you. 


The Chinese coins I was talking about are not many 

and at some later time will take the matter up with 
you. I had one or two rare duplicates that 1 offered 
to donate if they were not in the ANS collection but 
as I never received a reply from Robertson I assumed y 
you did not want them and disposed of them elsewhere. 


I wonder if you wonld advise me regarding the enclos 


ed piece. Is it a coin or what? The only record I can 


find is on the plate of Mehl's Star Coin book where 
ne pictures it as an 8 Real piece. Will you please 
advise promptly as I want to return the coins if not 
genuine. 


With kindest regards and thankingyou for your many 
kindnesses, believe me 


Yours sincerely, 


one ees 


ra 


ei ae aa 
Jf Pa he } a 


Gag / 


ae lf - 
es | oe ¢ 
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January 6, 1934... 


a 228 = 
Mx, I. Ds Gibbs Gg a Dies Sy ala as 
1400 Belasco Avenue. ua eee Mare & 
Pittsburgh, Penna. Be hte: ‘ ‘ 


Dear Mr. Gibbs: ” 

the - reeks age con os tii the ; te i of) 
pamphlets sent you a while ago came to hand ~ 
yesterday together with the specimen of me: 
aztee chisel. I wish to thank you very much 
for giving this to the Society. I trust that 4 


you are making headway nae your work on ‘these . 2 


Aztec coins. | Ae ere er en 


Very truly yours, me: 


HW: JG Septet Os Gurehor 31)" ioe 


ay AN eo HS SS 
NUMISMATIST 
1400 BELASCO AVENUE 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


January 9, 1934. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 
American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway betw. 155th & 156th Sts., 
New York, N. Y. 


Dear Mr. Wood: 


I hope you will forgive me for not writing you when I 
returned the books and pamphlets, but being tn the 
coal business at this time of year it very often 
happens that I don't have a minute, but I was anxious 
to get the hooks back to you and expected to write you 
the same day. 


The Society is perfectly welcome to the Specimen which 
I sent you and I will send you™others @#e of these 
days when I get around to it. In fact, there are a 
lot of things I would like to give to the Society if 

I were sure that they were not already in its collec- 
tion. 


My monograph is finished and I hope to get it printed 
shortly, and as soon as this is done, you may be assured 
that a copy will be sent to you. I believe that I have 
covered the subject thoroughly and hope that it will be 
of use and that it will result in further investigation 
and information. 


I want you to know that I appreciaté the assistance you 
have always been ready to give me whenever I need infor- 
mation and books, and I only regret that we live so far 
apart that it is not possible to visit you from time to 
time. 


Very truly yours, 
LS 


HDG: DEB 
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NUMISMATIST 


1400 BELASCO AVENUE Pad 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


March 5, 1934. ((” ip J 


Mr. Howland Wood, 

c/o American Numismatic Society, 
155th and Broadway, 

New York, N. Y. 


Dear Howland: 


In my seeking for information on the Aztec end Mayas I found a source of 
supply in Mexico and have received from them quite a number of Aztec 
medias of exchange. After making my own selection I have a number of 
duplicates left which I promised this party I would try to dispose of as 
there is considerable difficulty in returning any archaeological specimens 
to Mexico. 


I am enclosing a sketch of a number of these and if the Society would be 
interested in purchasing any of them, you are welcome to them at cost, 
which is 20% off the marked price. 


Sometime ago in my travels I ran across a Baluba cross from the Belgian- 
Congo which measured only about 5" each way and which came direct from a 
missionary in the Belgian-Congo. This was so entirely different from the 
larger ones which I had that I immediately began investigating, and you 
may be interested in learning the results. It seemsthat in the early days 
a Belgian company began to mine the native copper deposits and some of the 
natives would steal copper whenever they could, and these small crosses 
were made from this stolen copper. The reason that the small crosses are 
so rare is because the usual source of supply for the Baluba crosses was 
through the missionaries, and the missionaries, knowing that these small 
crosses were made from stolen copper, will not touch them. For this 
reason they seldom get out of the country. I was enabled to obtain one 

of these direct from Elisabethville, Belgian-Congo, and this specimen is 
less than 6" across. 


You might also be interested in learning that I have finally succeeded in 
obtaining a very fine specimen of the fei or stone money of Yap direct 
from the Japanese Government. 


With kindest personal regards, and awaiting your reply, I am 


Sincerely yours, Ae 
7 


HDG : DEB 
Encl. 


P.S. I am enclosing & rubbing of a two real piece. wonder if you 
me any information? \ 
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March 15, 1934. 
Me. Howard D. Gibbs ! | ie 


—¥ 


1400 Belasco Avenue . 
Pittsburgh, Pa. | | es | May 
Dear Gibbs: . ; ; ne 


Please pardon me for not answering your letter sooner. . 
It got mislaid under a tray and I only rediscovered it yesterday. 
We do not at the present time really care to mke any outlay on te 
these pieces, as we have been spending a good deal of money of ~ porns 
late on a large collection of coins that has been offered us. In 
fact, “e are hard up. Thanks for giving us a chance to buy some 
of these pieces. The rubbing that you sent along of a two real : 
piece was struck at the Popayan mint in Columbia. It is not rare ae 
but might be termed "scarce". Those struck in 1822 were from vs 
coarser dies than other years. It is an interesting coin to have. _ 


I am much interested in what you have to say about the 
small Belgian Congo piece. The story you tell sounds pretty good 
to me. W@W suppose you are familiar with Mathis" account of these 
pieces that appeared for two or three years in the Revue Belge de i 
Numismtique. He took the matter up and illustrated very chee pe 
all of these weird | coins. i mest 

I want to congratulate you on getting one of the Stone 
pieces from Yap. I have been wanting one of these for several oem 
years. Wquld you mind telling me just how you went about getting eS 
yours and also what it cost you to lay down in this country, as 
well as the size of your piece. Did you get a small one about one | 
foot across or one of the larger ones three or four feet across. __ 
Zerbe down at the Chase Bank has five of them. I would really a 
to get the information about these Yap pieces. ot h 


Jesh OY MWUSVECGRCID ADE Gs RUSE otis 
NUMISMATIST 


1400 BELASCO AVENUE 


PIRrspuRGH, LAs 


larch 20, 1934. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 
American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway and 155th St., 

Rew York, “Ns. 


My dear Howland; 


Thanks very much for your letter of March 15. Regarding 
the Agtec medias which were sent to me direct from Mexico, 
and from which I have made my own selection leaving a few 
duplicates, I do not want to urge on you the purchase of 
any of these, but if you are interested in having them for 
the Society, I would suggest that you let me send you on 
a representative consignment and that you give me credit 
for the amount, which you can pay at some future time by 
sending me such duplicates as you may accumulate, subject, 
of course, to my choice. 


It so happens that I know exactly what you mean when you 
state that you have been spending a good deal of money of 
late on a large collection of coins which have been offered 
you, and I do not blame you for taking advantage of this 
exceptional offer as, confidentially, I am doing the same 
thing myself. 


Thanks for the information on the Spanish piece. 


You would please me very much if you would send me Mathis! 
account of the Belgian-Congo coinage and, while you are 
doing so, I would also appreciate it very much if you 

would send me a few books containing accounts of any of 

the African medias of exchange as I am very much interested 
in this series and always glad to get additional informa- 
tion. 


Glad to hear from you at your convenience. 


Very truly yours, 


HDG: DEB | 


COIN DEALERS 


CALIFORNIA 
Hugo Landecker, 25 Kearny St., San Francisco 


BELINGIS 
M. H. Bolender, Orangeville 


MARYLAND 
John Zug, Bowie 


MASSACHUSETTS 
Ambrose J. Brown, Box 203 Marblehead 
William Hesslein, 110 Tremont Street, Boston 
Elmer S. Sears, Swansea 


MISSOURI 
St. Louis Stamp & Co., 408 Olive Street, St. Louis 
NEW YORK 
« Elder Coin & Curio Co., 8 West 37th St., New York City 
Guttag Bros., 42 Stone St., New York 


Rudolph Kohler, 70 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
Wayte Raymond, 465 Park Avenue, New York City 


Scott Stamp & Coin Co., 1 West 47th Street, New York City 


March 22, 1934. 
| 


Mr. Howard D. Gibbs 
1400 Belasco Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 


Dear it. Gibbs: 


I do not think you had better send on 
a consignment of the stone and bronze Aztec pieces 
as they were not coins and the question as to whether 
they could be called money, in the sense that we use 
{tiat the Socicty, is open. At the Indian Museum theg 
do not consider them as money though. they may have hdd- | 
e@ trading value, but then nearly everything the Indians | 
had had a trading value. Also in the stone and some of 4 
the bronze pieces I can get about anything I want from 
the Indian Museum. Under separate cover I am sending 
‘you various duplicate numbers of the Revme Relge which | 
contain Mathis* account of the Belgian Congo pieces. 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JIG J Curator 


FLO WARD DVSGT BBS 
NUMISMATIST 
1400 BELASCO AVENUE 


PirrsBurRGH, Pa. 


March 29, 1934. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 
American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway and 155th St., 

New York, N. Y. 


Dear Howland: 


Thanks very much for the Belgian articles on money of the 
Conge. This is the finest thing of its kind I have seen. 


I notice that a number of these did not even have the 
pages cut, and I am wondering if this is a duplicate set 
and if there is any chance of purchasing them, and would 
like to know promptly as otherwise it will be necessary 
to translate the articles and have the information type- 
written, and it would also be necessary to have photo- 
static copies made of the illustrations, and I do not 
want to do this, unless necessary. 


Yours truly, 


HDG : DEB 


Lee 
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April 4, 19M. 


Mr. Howard D. Gibbs 
1400 Belasco avenue 


Pittsburgh, Pa, 
Dear Gibbs: 


The Belgian article on the Congo 
eoins cannot be s0lid as we ure going to bind 
it up. The reason 1t was not bond before 
is lack of funds but that is another story. 
Why some of the pages were not cut was bee 
cause I have only looked at 1% in pert and 
not as 4a whole... I notice that Snink has 
in his Numismatic Circuler for August-September 
1933 page S514, items E5523 a copy bound in one 
volume for 15 shillings and under B55234. what . 
he calls e second edition with 150 paces bound 
for seventeen shillings six pence. You might 
write Spink and see if they have a copy for 
sale. Zerbe as a copy but of course not for 
sale byt he might tell you where he got it. 


j 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JG Curator 


HOWARD D. GIBBS 
NUMISMATIST 
1400 BELASCO AVENUE 


PitTrsspuRGH,; PA. 


April 8, 1934. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 

The American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway and 155th Streets, 

New York, NV. Y. 


Dear Howland: 


Thanks for your letter of April 4. I thought it 
worthwhile to ask you about the Belgian Numismatic 
circular. I am having the articles translated and 
will return them within a few weeks. 


Will you please drop me a line and advise me if 

you would like me to have these bound in one 

volume for you? I would be glad to do so in return 
for your kindness in sending them to me, but I don't 
want to do it unless it is agreeable to you to have 
these particular volumes bound together. 


Yours truly, 


HDG : DEB 


April 12, 1034. 


Mr. Howard b. Gibbs 
1400 Belasco Avenue: 
Pittsburgn, Pa. 


Dear Gibbs: 


i wish to thank you for your 
kind oftvexr to bing the nunters iroia the 
Bekgian Numismatic Review but my reccl- 
lection is that there is one part lack- 
ing still and that is why they were not 
pound. Consequently if that is the case 
it would not pey to bind them yet. Take 
your time about sending them back, and 
get as much ase out of them as possible. 


Very truly yours, 


HR: JG Curntor 


HOWARD D. GIBBS 
NUMISMATIST . 
- 1400 BELASCO AVENUE 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Dear Howland: 


Greetings. I am taking the liherty of" ~~ 
sendins you under separate cover a lot of 
ofd shaped Chinese and would appreciate 
your confirmation of my opinion that most. 
if not all are fakes. I don't want them se 
Glassified, just passed on. Strangely this ay sewliat 
lot was achfually ptirchased in different parts ihe ae ee 
of China hy a very noted collector of ivories, = =  ©— 
but I am afraid his knowldédge of coins was 
nil. The comb shaped piece is interesting and © 
is the only shape I lack in my own collection ~— 
and it doesnit look so bad but it don't. is 
"feel" right. 


I also enclosed a silver tetradrachm that has | ae 
me guessing and this I would like you to | oe 
classify if you will. Looks kike Zactrian 107 
me but I am no expert on ancient. 


You sure Eisenod out the pick of Eklunds. French io ina 
coppers although the balance were very nice and ee 
pe ie most of them. dit: say anything vied 
him 


; Pas 
Kindest regards and thanking you for your | 
expert assistance 


Yours ome pd 


' 


Postage enc. 


May 23, 1934. 


. Mr. Howard D. Gibbs 
1400 Belaseo Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Gibbs: 


Your letter and the vackauge of 
coins at hend. I am sorry to tell you that 
every one of your pieces is a fake, so much 
so that there is no question about them. 

The silver piece is also a fake. In fact 

no such coin existed. It was probably made 

in Persia and is an imaginative representation 
of the early coins of Persis - but even then 
far fetched. Moreover if you notice carefully 
the piece is cast and not struck. I am re- 
turning the coins by parcel post. 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JG Curator 


4 HOWARD D. GIBBS 
NUMISMATIST 
1400 BELASCO AVENUE 


PirrspuRGH. «ln 


June l, 1954, 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 

American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway, betw. 155 and 156th Sts., 
New York, N. Y. 


Dear Howland: 


Thanks very much for your letter of May 23 and the return of 
the Chinese fakes. Of course, I advised the party owning 
these that this is what you would say but in view of the 
circumstances thought it best to have your confirmation. 
These specimens belong to Mr. H. J. Heinz’who died some years 
ago and left the greatest collection of ivories in existence, 
I am afraid that he was an easy mark for a lot of the 
Oriental dealers as outside of the ivories most of the things 
which 1 have seen were questionable. 


Thanks also for the information on the cast silver piece. 
This was picked up in a lot of miscellaneous coins and 
althogh it was guaranteed genuine, I accepted it with a 
grain of salt and am not out any. 


Very truly yours, 


H. D. Gibbs. 


HDG : DEB rb 
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NUMISMATIST 
1400 BELASCO AVENUE 
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June 14, 1934. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 
American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway and 155th St., 
New York, N. Y. 
Dear Howland: 
I returned the Belgian review of books today and 
enclose herewith postage, which I do not believe I 
sent before. 


Yours truly, 


Re Die Gibbs. 


HDG : DEB 
Rnel. 


June 18, 1954. 


‘Mr. H. D. Gibbs 
1400 Belasco Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Gibbs: 

2 The Belgian reviews arrived 
last week and your letter enclosing © 
‘postage also at hand. I beg to thank 
you for both. Let me know if I can give 
you any more help. 


Very truly yours, 


HW:JG "Curator 


HOWARD D. GIBBS 
NUMISMATIST 
1400 BELASCO AVENUE 


PiraspurGca, PA, 


June 22, 1934. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 
American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway betw. losth & 156th Sts., 
New York, *. Y. 


Dear Howland: 


Was glad to get your letter of June 18, and there are several 
questions I would like to ask you: first, would our Society 
have the funds and would they be interested in publishing a 
monograph on the monies and medias of exchange of the Mexican 
and Central American Indians? Second, would they be interested 
in publishing a monograph listing all the dynasties, emperors 
and Nien-Hos of China from 16 A.D. to the beginning of the 
Republic with an index which supplies a quick-finding list so 
that any Chinese coin issued in this period can be classified 
in a few seconds? Aside from these two questions, I would like 
to ask if you have any books you would recommend as being 
helpful covering the African medias of exchange a#&xXKaX Such as 
articles of the Belgian-Congo. whith you sent me. 


Il am very much interested in the odd and curious coins and I am 
gradually getting together a very fine collection and the more 
I can learn about the various tribes and their older medias, 
the better I will be in position to go after specimens which I 
lack. 


Will welcome any suggestion and advice you may have to give. 


Very truly yours, 


HDG:DEB 


June 25, 1934. fh es a 


My Howard D. Gibbs : rere.’ 
¥ at 1400 Belasco Avenue ee “um * hal 
Pittsburgh, Pa. | k : ae ‘i 2 Oy Lge 


Dane Oithae S40 6) ae Sais ‘- j 


At the present time we are accepting only what the Publication 
r . Committee considers the more important manuscripts, as our publication | i 
a fund is just now somewhat restricted and in consequence we are sticking — iy 
pak AS to straight numismatics. You are acquainted with the formt which is,” meee 
as you know, rather small. We have got to print in this size as the . 
money available is for this size only. Also, the wy the money was given: i 
the mterial we publish must’ be original and not compilations . from other ie 
sources. Of course original material does have much compilation. In ae 
other words, have you proved on the Aborriginal stuff that the pieces are 
, money. Besides assembling stuff, have you proved anything new? If you — we 
wish you can send on the manuscript and we will look it rmhide ab ee tag 


ie Pron 
tind +3 age 
- 5 
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Now for China. I will admit that something should be done on 
this subject but to do it right it should include an index of every Far 
Eastern piece with a Chinese inscription, confining yourself to China a bbs 
alone would only half do the work. That is my feeling on the. pubject. a ey | 
If the book is built wzround just the dynastic tables I am afadd it 

would not fit into our scheme even with an index, unless it really re 
helped on coins. You mizht send this manuscript on and I will look it | 

¢ through. I am afraid, however, the size of our publication would rail 
be too smll for chy oudnie the things to best advantage. I do not know wes 
of any other publication on African exchange except the one I just. — e a 
you. Why not ask Zerbe because he has followed this up more than I have 
and he might know of some other. 


\ 


_ 
RS, i 
~ ‘ 
7 h > 


FEO. WaAT RR Da, Dy S.G.1.B:B:S 
NUMISMATIST 
1400 BELASCO AVENUE 


PLTEshiek GH ia. 
July 5, 1934. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 

American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway betw. 155th and 156th Sits., 
New York, N. *. 


Dear Howland: 


Thank you very much for your letter of June 25. Regarding the question of Aztec 
and Maya medias of exchange, I believe that this monograph does contain consider- 
able original material and that the bulk of the material therein has never 
appeared in any publication, in fact from the Numismatic standpoint little except 
an article now and then in the "Numismatist" has ever appeared, and I have 
gathered together I believe not only specimens but information which should be 
published, and I am very glad to send the manuscript on to yoy for your advice 
and any suggestions you want to make. 


As to the article on China, I agree with you that it should include an index of 
all the Far Eastern pieces, but there is only one man in America who is capable 
of writing such a monograph and that man is yourself. As far as the Chinese end 
of it is concerned, I believe that what I have done serves a useful purpose, and 
I think when you see this you will agree that it is just as valuable to an expert 
like yourself, as it would be to a beginner. 


There are very few of us in America who can read an Oriental coin, and nine out 
of ten collectors, even though they own such books as Glover, Lockhart and had 
secess to other information, could attribute a coin without considerable effort, 
and even though they owned the above mentioned books, it would be necessary to 
turn over page after page and scrutinize each illustration separately to locate 
the coin to be classified. With this article ofcmine, I claim that the veriest 
amateur can classify any Chinese coin between the years 618 and 1911 within a 
few seconds, and I am sending you the manuscript to look over. 


Please let me make it clear to you that I have absolutely no interest in the pub- 
lication of either of these monographs except to make available to collectors the 
information contained therein, and the work entailled in accumulating this infor- 
mation has been a labor of love. 


Your frank opinion, suggestions and advice will be gratefully received, and I 
wold like you to return the manuscript as soon as possible,~ {f you do not think 
they are proper material for an ANS publication or not suitable. 


Have been obtaining some remarkable specimens lately, which brings to mind 
another subject. It used to be that you gave me an opportunity to look over the 
duplicates from your collection. The last few years I have not had this oppor- 
tunity, and I wish you would tell me honestly and frankly why. As far as I know, 
I always paid you promptly for anything you were kind enough to send me, and 


SR a 
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Mr. Howland Wood. -2- July 5, 1984. 


with my present hook-up I believe that I could be very helpful to the Society 
collection as I now have contacts in the obscure corners of the world, and : 
there is no private collection I,know of, and certainly none in America, which 
can compare with mine, in’ the medias of exchange used in Africa, South Sea 

Is., etc., and I very often have remarkable specimens in duplicate, For instance, 
I had a visitor last week who has spent a lifetime in Africa capturing animals 
and snakes and bringing them back alive. Maybe you know him. His name is Buck, 
and I had the pleasure of meeting him more than a year ago and explaining to him 
in detail just what I wanted, and when he returned to America this summer he 
brought back over a hundred specimens of native money carefully labelled and 
obtained direct from each native village he visited. These include many varie- 
ties of small light iron spears (not weapons), which are put up in bundles and 
were used formerly for buying wives; many varieties of brass and copper rings, 
and many other native iron specimens, such as Trumbash, etc. 


I would be glad to exchange some of my duplicates for any duplicates you might 
have of any foreign coins that I could use, or if the exchange idea is not 
attractive, I would be glad to buy them. 


I recently received from a museum in Alaska one of' the huge copper plates formerly 
used by the Tlingit, Haide and other tribes, valued at 7500 blankets, and you 

may recall I wrote an article on the subject sometime ago, and I expect to 
supplement it with a paper at the next annual convention. This piece is almost 

4 ft. long and 3 ft. wide, and weighs close to 90 lbs., consequently it is the 
largest copper coin in the world. 


With kindest personal regards and hoping to hear from you with your frank opinion 
on the above questions, 


Yours truly, 


HDG: DEB 


| 


(WALNUT 4636-4637 Mine Phone FEDERAL 0630 
| CARNEGIE 869 CARNEGIE 1590 


COKE COMPANY 
e @ MINERS OF e e 
HIGH GRADE DOMESTIC AND STEAM COAL 


311 WEST MAIN STREET 
CARNEGIE, PA. 


PHONES 
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July llth, 1934 


Vr. Howard Dunleath Gibbs 
1400 Belasco Avenue 
Beachview, Pittsburgh, Fa. 


Dear Gibbs: 


Your letter came last night and, of course, it is 
not time to expect the manuscripts. 


The chief reason why we have not sent you any dupli- 
cates of late is because we have not had much of anything 
in this line. Ever since the depression we have received 
very little in the way of gifts. Although we have bought 
quite a good many ¢oins, we naturally have bought what we 
did not have already in our collection. About the only 
duplicates that we have had in the last few years have 
been ancient coins - and are poor ones at that. As a mt- 
ter of fact, I think that we have had no decent duplicate 
in odd or oriental coins. 


I am glad to know that you have been getting so many 
interesting and odd coins . I might or might not be in- 
terested in some of your odd pieces, if you would care to 
sell them. 


I will write you again on receipt of your manuscripts. 


Very truly, 


Curator 
HW /B ‘ 


H OWA RED De BBs 
NUMISMATIST 


1400 BELASCO AVENUE 


PITTSBURGH, ER, 


July 11, 1934. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 
American Numismatic Society, 
New York, N. Ys 


My dear Howland: 


A very good friend of mine, a lady in Trenton, N. J., has written 
me with a rather peculiar request, but as she is very much inter- 
ested in Numismatics, I would like to be able to help her. Here's 
what she wants. 


She wants to obtain coins or copies of Roman coins, one depicting 
Nero playing the bagpipe, and one showing the hydraulic organ 
during Nero's time. This is out of my field and I wonder if you 
could obtain for me a picture of these two coins, if such exists, 
with their history or, send me some book which shows pictures of 
them so that I can have copies made. 


She also wants to know if I can obtain these two coins for her, 
and I wonder if you could advise if they are expensive, and if 
you know where they could be obtained. 


I wrote you regarding the manuscript on Mexican and Central Amer- 
iean medias, and the monograph on Chinese classification,and I am 


meiliag you these under separate cover today, and will appreciate 
your advice. 


Yours very truly, 


HDG : DEB q 


July 18th, 1954 


& mY ‘ \ 
Mr. Howard D. Gibbs . As 
1400 Belasco Avenue ; 
Puttsbureh, Pa. / 
Dear Gibbs: i 


_- Your manuscripts came to hand yesterday and I have 
glanced through them, but will report on them later. 


With regard to the recuest about the Nero coins, 

all I can say is that I have not heard nor can I find any ~: a 
mention of a coin depicting Nero playing the bagpipes, or “¢ 
of one showing a hydraulic organ. ‘The only coin depict- 
ing any musical instruments on a piece of Nero's, is a \ 
Colonial coin struck in Phrygia, showing the satyr MARSYAS ; ot 
‘playing a double flute. There is also a coin of Nero in . “ah 
female attire stamiihgg and singing to his own accompaniment he 
on a lyre. 


Very truly yours, 


from other sources. and not enough original mterial and wiereicinh 


- prohibitive. | ss: ate aris 
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Mr. H. De Gibbs x t { : f £3 + | 
1400 Belasco Avenue gS AR al 
Pittsburgh, Penna. . . | ae bea. Pie 
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Dear densi ” | ute | Heeb 


Iam herewith returning your manuseripts. qabess of us com hee 
posing the committee have looked these over and the dechsion has. been mee 
reached that we cannot publish these. As regards the Mexican article hee 
you have done a very creditable work and this should be on record ae 
somewhere. We feel, however, it ‘is too much of a compilation taken i Ge 


Also, our monographs on account of the small size would make it ex- 
tremely difficult i illustrate this article adequately. ORL Sahay ve 
ee 

As regards the Chinese article: we feel that this should ae 
be shown on a'much larger page than we can offer. Algo, to do the ae 
thing right the drawings of the characters should be made very ‘geracs Tt 2. 
. fully from the coins themselves or at least taken from a type coin. oS 
The expense of doing it according to our ideas would be at hangs se 


Lee 


‘Trusting this decision is not a “Aisappointnent to you, 1 ¥ i ie 


beg to remin cre 
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| “Very sincerely yours, 
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March 20, 1935. 


Me. Howard D. Gibbs 
1400 Belasco Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Gibbs: 


_ You may remember thet ve sent 
you the Belgian Numismatic Review so you 
could read and cony the article on the 
Belzian Congo. We have recently got the 
missing part and aur libzgrian was assembling 
it for binding. We find, however, certain 
plates missing <- Plate V, which is a large 
map in the issue for 1922,and Plates V and 
VI shoving large bronze pieces in the issue 
of 19%. You stated in your letter you were 
eciag to have these photostated. We wish you 
would look through your things and see if you 
have mislaid them. 


Very truly yours, 


8:3G Curator 


ely PITTSBURGH NUMISMATIC MUSEUM 


1400 BELASCO AVENUE 


PirtTsBurGH, Pa.M AR CH 25, 1935 


H. D. GIBBS 
DIRECTOR 


Dear Howland: 


Your letter of the 20th received and I 
certainly owe you an apology and an explanation. 


When you were kind enough to lend me the 
Belgian Revue I went over it and marked the 
sections of interest and then turned it over to 
my daughter for translation as my own knowledge 
of foreign languages is limited to reading coin 
catalogues and descriptions. At the same time 
I selected several plates and the map to be 
photostated. 


I am sorry to say that I got so busy shortly 
thereafter that when the translations were finished 
I did not even get a chance to go over them and 
hadn't seen them from that time to this when I hunted 
up the notes and found the plates just as they were. 


IT regret this very much and can assure you that 
I am sorry that they were not returned with the books 
themselves as they should have been. I return them 
herewith and hope this caused you no inconvneince as 
I appreciate very much your kindness for many years 
past in giving me the help you always have. 


Sincerely yours, 


March 27, 1935. 


Mr. H. D. Gibbs 
1400 Belasco Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Gibbs: 
| 


Many thanks for your prompt 
reply to my letter in locating and 
returning the missing plates for the 
Belgian Congo serticle. Inanimate things 
heave a habit of getting misplaced and I 
had a feeling that this was just what 
had ha poened. 


Very truly yours, 


Hi:JG . Curator 


1454 Harris ave., Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pa. Act 7, 2950 


Dear Howland: 


Just returned from Buffalo and find the notice of reception 
next Sunday for the Tri-Boroughs Group and I would like to see the 
Gang and will if--=--I can arrange to spend a few hours with you before 
the reception. Is this possible. Haven't seen yourfor so long that 
I am hungry to have a chat with you and have a lot of things I woulda 
like to ask you about- and some things I would like to see. Could you 
meet me at the Society building Sunday morning sometime- have lunch with 
me and that would give us a couple of hours without interuption? 


Please advise so that we can make plans. 


If not inconvenient will you let me have Le May's Books on 
Simmese coins as I have just received a large collection to look over. 
Will return promptly or bring it with me. 


This has been a banner year for me- have increased my collection 
by over 15,00 new specimens and it keeps my nose to the grind stome 
most of the time. Particularly want to talk to you about media as I 
am building what I believe to be the most complete collection of such 
material, particularly South Sea Islands and Native African and often 
have duplicates that I would like to pass on to the Society some as 
gifts and some in trade or for sale where they run into money. 


Hope to see you Sunday and will await your prompp reply. 


Sincerely, 


October 8, 1V55. . 


hire He De Gibbs 
1454 Harris Av@. 
Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pas 


Dear Gibbs: 


Your letter just at hend and I will 
be at the muscum about eleven o’clock Sunijay 
momming and will be glad to see you then, As 
we presumbly will see one another shortly 
I will mke this letter chort as I have many 
others to write. 


Very truly. yours, 


H's JG Curator 


1434 Harris Ave., Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pa. Oct 14, 19355 


Dear Howland: 


Thanks for a very interesting and informative afternoon. Only 
sorry that I couldn't have more time with you alone but half a 
loaf is better than none. 


You were kind enough to promise me a number of items wh ich 
I will value very much and if you will send these on at your convenience 
I will appreciate the favor. They were 


One of the two longer twisted iron pennies of Tonba, 
Ivory Coast or if you prefer the one from Sampouyara, 
Kissi. 


One of the odd shaped shorter iron pieces at the 
bottom of these case from Konian Circle of Beyla 
of which you have two. 


One of the tortoise shell rings from Sanata Cruz 
Group. 


One or two of the Pearl Shell rings from same. 
T.0.U. a balance for duplicates of $9.60 


I am sending you under separate cover the following pieces. 
In order that you may have some idea of their value I am marking them 
with the price at which they have all been sold heretofore to Zérbe, 
Buffalo Museum ete. included in this price (confidential) is 20 % to 
cover my profit, handling, postage ete. which comes eff, This) is nov 
the price but merely to give you a yardstick and you can price the 
specimens you are so kindly letting me have accordingly. 


1. ‘twisted Iron Penny of Kissidougow snd Freetown 
District, Sierra Leone. Gizzi Tribe $3.00 


2, Similar piece but longer from Konokry, French 

Guinea, West Africa. Both these Specimens came 

direct to me from officers of the French Occid- 

entale Company. 3.00 
3. Gaboon District, french Equatorial Africa 

Bundles of hammered ttronrods (about 100) called 

"Mimbass" note these are somewhat similar to 

the small bundles of miniature iron weapons 

you have 8.00 
4. Flat Lron Plate with small tip at one end 

called "Ensuba" used by Makai Tribe, Doume, 

#rench Canerouns. Rare 10.00 
5. Iron Spear Shaped Money of Kaka Tribe, ¥rench 

Cameroun usually put up 6 to a bundle. Note 

these were never weapons- long shank, thin easily 

broken. Used only for buying. 10.00 


If these interest you, and you will send me the above | am willing to 
call it square leaving the balance stand as a donation to the A.N.5S. 


Later, if you are interested I can obtain a Baluba Cross, Belgium 
Congo, Feather Stick Money, Vanikoro islands, Santa Cruz Group. 
Overe 


Thanks a lot for the loan of the books which Tt will return in 
a few days. 


HXeally enjoyed seeing you and wish we were not so far apart. 


Keep me in mind anytime that duplicates show up, particulatly 
anything odd and curious, or media. Also Oriental, Cut , Counter- 


stampd, etc. 


Drop me a line when you have time and I will be anxiously awaiting 
the specimens your so kindly promised me. Can you think of 
mything else that your collections needs that 1 might supply. 
Have thousands of odd and curious media of Africa end South seas 
that J wish you could see sometime. 


Kindest regards: 


Howard Gibbs. 


October 17. 1935, 


Me. Howard Dy Gibbs 
1434 ferries Arenue 
Crafton, Pittsburgh, Penna. 


Rear Gibbs: 


Your letter ceme the other day and the 
package today. I would like to keep all of the 
pietes that you sent. I am sending you by paree) 
post one of the long iron spits end one of the 
shearter ones, abbo one of the poarl shell rings, 

The fortoise shell I didn’t sey you sould have « 
they are different end they alse come froma col- 
lection from which we can sel] or swap nothing, 

Th refore IJ am in your debt something. I may 

send you that curious bunch of copper castings that 
you wanted and mke them a little less, so as to 

even up. I wowld like to get one of those Balube 
crosses. If you have good specimens of the four . 
and two Marevedi pieces struck by Charles and Johanna 
of Mexico I wish you would send them on te photograph 
as I want to illustrate them in Pr. Pradesu'’s book. 
If you have Guttag's book "Latin Ame: ican Coins" they 
are NOs. 2429-2435 and 3436. 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JG _ Curator 


1434 Harris Ave., Crafton, Pittsburgh, Penna. Oct. 21,19s5 


Dear Howland: 


Thanks for your letter of the 17th and the 
specimens which you sent and which were very welcome. 
Sorry you couldn't part with the tortoise shell but 
that is OK. I understand that in some cases you are 
limited. 


Now I want to make you a proposition. As far as 
I know the e are very few Baluba crosses in this country. 
zerbe and I have them, a few Museums. The only records of sales 
I have are that I paid the Buffalo Museum 45.00 for one 
which was a duplicate from the Smithgonian Inst. Col. 
zZerbe had one several years ago mate, offered me for $50. 
Wayte Raymond sold one I believe at p ivate sale for $45. 


Send me the box of African castings and L well send you 
a fine Beluba Cross received dire@t through Rev. Burton 
in the Belgiium Congo. This should be attractive. 


In a few days I will send you all the specimens of the 
Chas. & Joanna coppers of Mexico. I do not believe there 
exists better specimens than these and they are all different 
dies. JI am not quite sure about the two mar. piece as I haven't 
had time to look as they are at one house while I live at 
another. I do know that I have two different sizes but am not 
sure about the denominations. I do not have Guttags Book but 
would like to buy one. 


Please let me hear from you at your convenience. Will return 
the LeMay books shortly and the article on Omdurmann as soon as 


Er can copy it. 
Sincerely, 


pen 
2 her Gibbs. 


October 28, 1935. 


1434 Herris Avenue 
Grafton, Pittsburgh, Pas 


Dear Gibbs: 


Pardon ge for not replying to your letter 
sooner but I have beck or absolutely tied up with 
editorial work. I would be glad to accent your offer 
emeerning exhhanging those castings of weird snimls 
ete. for a Baluba Cross and I am taving the box sent 

to you and looking forward to seeing your coprer coins 
of Mexico of Charles and Joanna. ‘The very rare one is 
a little sanmaller then the four Marevici picce and has 
on one side a single colum with Plus Ulira running 
across the column and an M below it. On the other side 
is a large three tovered castle. 


Very truly yours, 


HY se Curator 


t 


1434 Harris Ave., Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pa. Oct 31, 19355 


Dear Howland: 


Many thanks for the 34 var. African Brasses which are very 
acceptable for my collection. 


T send you today by express prepaid 


4 Varieties Mexico 4 Mar. Chas & Joanna 
I note that there are two sizes as I said but they 
are all 4 Mar. and there is no 2 in my collection. 
must be rare as I never heard of it before you mentioned it. 


1 Baluba Cross, Belgium Congo. This is a fine Specimen and 
came to me direct from a missionary who is still there. 
I have a dozen or more letters in my file from missionaries 
in this Congo District who have heard of these but never 
saw one so they really ere uncommon. 


2 Books on Siam by Le May kindly loaned me. Many thanks. 


You can return the Mexican coins when you are through with them. 
Believe you will find them unusually fine. 


Now I have something else to offer. I was a collector many years 
before I ever obt&ined a large Baluba Cross but there is something much 
harder to get. In the Belgium Numismatic Revue which you kindly loaned 
me some time ago is a picture of a very small cross H in shape. If I recall 
correctly their specimen was damaged. Since that time I have carried on 
correspondence with more than fifty missionaries, government officials, 
traders, travelers etc. to see if such a specimen could be obtained. I 
learned that a few of these were found in the famour Zimbabee ruins and one 
man who Wad a mission near there promised me to offer a reward to any native 
who located any and turned them over to him. A few weeks ago I received 
the entire find of 12 of these which are as per sketch enclosed except that 
there was no duplicate of the larger. 


Have you something in the way of odd or curious money that you 
could spare? Africa, South Sea Islands, Orient. Would there by any chance 
be a duplicate of one of the large base metal bullets of Siam among the new 
lot you purchased. Think this over and let me know. I believe this small 
cross is priceless. None in any collection in America and I hewen't yet 
located any in Europe altho I haven't heard from the B.M. as yet. I would 
like the Society to have one but since I can get a big price for any I care 
to sell and have only one or two that I care to part with I would like to 
add something to my collection in exchange. 


Re: The Tortoise Shell rings which you had and which are from a collection 
that cannot be broken into. Wokld it be possible to exchange one of these for 
a different size? I have a different size from the same Group and I believe 
your are about the same so that mine would really be better. 


Meany thanks for your help and courtesy. I received Eklund's collection 
of over a thousand Swedish poletter tokens- many beauties including several 
birch bark, bone, wood,sealing wax etc. and No. 11 Baron de Goertz daler, struck 
in Germany, exc. rare. (Tell Robbie as he seemed to doubt that I owned this 
collection). Regards 

Sincerely, 


How. na 


Money of the Belgium Congo « 


Copper crosses of all sizes from very small to twelve inches acwoss are the Hi 
clidest money of this District. These were in circulation long before the Baluba 
Tribe came from Tanganyika about 1600. Many have been found in the famour 

Zimbabee Ruinskalong the Lualaba River . These very small ones are extremely 

rere and afte found buried in small clay pots (see pictures) As far as I ean 

learn this find is the first one that has been ever sent “outside”. The Belgium 
Numismatic Revue pictured one of these but my recollection is that it was broken. 
This lot was found at Lunkongo 7° .40’South 26° 20'East. 


Netives also used large translucent beads called “*bibubu" small red beads (very 
rare) called "bilungumanda”, small blue beads called “Mitundu ya Kabondo” and 
large biwe beads called *Mitundu ye Kanalsuda”. All these, along with the crosses, 
were used in buying wives. Other medias with definite standards of value were; 
"Omane Shells" from Tanganyika (now almost disappeared), called *Masumba", in 
Kabinda cloth of raphia fiber called “Madiba”" (still used extensively), strips of 
Zebra hide, "“Mweyeye string, brass and iron wire, crude drilled shells, arrow 


“poision, arrow heads, spears, iron axes and hoes. The hichest valued of el] 


was the feathers of a stork like bird called *Minda*. ‘The price of a wife was 


- Gomputed at a cross, so many small crosses, a string of SO matched “*bibuba”" beads, 


sO many sheep, a necklace of five “omenda shells” et . This direct from a 


Missionary who has been there for many years. 
: ie D. Gibbs 


220.00 015.00 


Set ef 4 50.00 


£10.00 


i 
—— all 


November 21, 1955. 


i 


Mr. He De Gibbs 
1434 Harris Ave. 
Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pa. ; 


Dear Gibbs: ° 

Please pardon my not answering your last 
letter but I bad nothing really to say at the time, 
I have just photogranhed your Mexican four Marevedi — 
pieces and will return them in ae few days. I have 
given quite a little thoucht to those other four 
crosses, you mentioned but as we are not terribly 
concerned in getting all varieties of primitive- money 
and as our funds are low I think I will pass these by. 
Thanks, however, for the offer, ‘Ye have not a single 
thing in odd shaped pieces in duplicate. I have gone 
through agein the Siamese pieces but as everyone is 
diffcrent I do not want to let any of them go. All 
of the pieces we hsve had for sometime and two or three 
of which sre nearly alike unfortun:tely for you have 
been photographically recorded so that they cannot go 
out of the museum. As for the tortoise shell ring will 
you let me know whether yours is lorger or snaller, 
You might send mea tracing of it. 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JG Curator 


“a ie 


1434 Herris Ave., Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pa. Nov. 26, 1935 


Dear Howland: 


Thanks for your letter of the 2lst. Was beginning to fear 
that my coins had not reached you. No hurry about their return. 


Concerning the small copper crosses I would like you to have 
at least one of these as they are excessively rare. Schulman writes 
me that they are very much so. If you say the word I will send 
you one and you can simply credit my account end then some day when 
you have some duplicates I can use we can make 4 swap. The Tortoise 
shell rings which I have are much smaller than yours, about the same 
daimeter but narrower and thinner. Mine came from the Tyrell Museum 
Australia from a very fine collection of South Sea Island material. 
Would be glad to send it on for you to see. 


I am enclosing herewith a photo of a silver piece owned by 
aman in Akron who wants to sell it tome. Claims it to be an Aztec 
coin- which of course is very doubtful but it may be a medal- looks 
quite old and claims came from a Spanish family who have had it since 
Cortez invasian- but has no documents to probe this claim. Have you 
any information on a similar piece. 


Do you by any chance have a duplicate of the small silver 
piece of Ethippia with a large crown on the obv.e I noticed you had 
a couple innyour display when I was there, alg@ any of the small silver 


- 


coins of Aksum or Harrar. 


Regards. 
Howard/Gibbs 
I 


i 


¥ 


Decenber 6, 1935. 


Mr, Howard BD, Globs 
1434 Harris Aves 
Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pa 


Dear Gibbs: 

f 

_ Your letser came while I was away for a week, 
ft does seem as if I was most dilatory in answering your 
letters. You might send on that eross with what you want 
for it as the chences are rather slim «bout making a trade, 
At the same time you might send on one of those tortoise 
shell pieces and I will consider whether I can substitute 
4t or not for one of those we heave. 


The photograph of the so-called Aztee money Ila 
an outeand~out fake. ‘These eame on the market ten or twenty 
years ago and I have listed over a half-dozen varieties, 
They were all east and are pure and simple fabrications. I 
have no duplicate of that Jithiodian piece. We have two but 
I bought the second one a few years ago so as to show both 
sides. We have no duplicates of the Harrar or Aksum pieces. 
The Akswn come in gold and silver ond are extremely rare, 
especially in silver. The Harrar pieces are virtually unknown 
except those we have here. They eame from a Frenchman who 
was at Harrar with the French Fashoda Expedition. 


Very truly yours, 


HW 3dG ' Curator 


1454 Harris Ave., Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pg. Dec. 10m 1935 


Dear Howland: 


Thanks for your kind letter of the 6th. Glad the 
Spanish -Mexican coins arrived OK. There is no hurry about 
their return as long as I know they arrived OK. 


Will send you shortly one of each size of the small crosses. 


These are really extremely rare. Take your pick and credit my account. 


Something will come along one of these days and we can make it up. 
Return any you do not want as Schulman wants them. 


Will also send one of the tortoise shell rings and hope you 
can let me have one of the different size. 


Keep me in mind when anything comes along that might be 
of interest. 


Regards 


Howard Gibbs 


je 


\ 
' 11434 Harris Ave., Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pa. Dec. 13, 1935 


Dear Howland: 


I am sending back by separate cover the phamplet on 
the Coins of Omdurmann for which I thank you most kindly. 


Could you have your Librarian now send me some book 
or books that will help to classify Chinese Temple Coins and 
Medals. 


I also send three sizes of the rare Bahkuba Crosses. 
Take one or all add give me ¢redit for one halff the amount- 
the other you can consider a donation. We can use the credit 
later as the opportunity presents itself. 


Merry Christmas and Happ New Year. Sincerely 


Howard Gibbs 


Decenber 21, 1935, 


Mr. He Do Gibbs 
14% Harris Avenue 
Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pae 


Dear Gibbs: 


I have not answered your last 
letter as I was waiting for your package 
containing the small crosses. I suppose 
you are wédting until after the Christmas | 
rush which is just as well. We still have 
charged against you the Coinage of the Mahdi 
and supplement by H. Se Job. I am simply 
remidning you of this as possibly you have 
overlooked it. 


Very truly yours, 


HW:JG Curator 


14354 Harris Ave., Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pa. Dec. 27, 1935 


Dear Howland: 


Presume you have received the Congo crosses and the 
Book on Coins of the “Mahdi and Khalifa. 


I enclose herewith the Tortoise Shell Ring Money which 
is somewhat different then yours. If satisfactory to you I would 
be glad to have one of the larger rings you have in exchange as 
we would both then have different varieties. 


You may be interested in learning I have purchased the 
entire Oriental collection of Commodore W.C.Eaton who spent a life 
time in China and Japan. Have not yet had time to do anything with 
the collection but will have some fine duplicates later. 


The thought strikes me that I should make a request of you. 
It is this. Some day I trust and hope the John Reilly collection 
will be the permanent property of our Society- that is where it 
belongs. When this day comes it will mean that many of the Chinese 
and other Oriantals already in the A.N.S. Collections from the Po and 
other collections will be duplicdes. Would it be possible to have your 
agreement that when this takes place you will give me first chance to 
purchase such duplucate specimens before they are all picked over? A 
word from you on this subject would be pleasing to me. 


Happy New Year and the best of wishes. 


Sincerely, 


Howard D.Gibbs 


Jenuary 4, 1936. 


Mr. He De Gibbs 
1434 Harris Ave. 


Dear Gibbs: 


Your warious comnmications at hand 
including the small Baluba Crosses, the tortoise 
shell piece and the books on the Sudan by Job, 
In these books you evidently sent, which you 
did not mean to, yournotes on the Sudan coins. 

I am herewith returning these. I will let you 
know about the other items in a day or so. I 
have been snowed under with work and nowhave my 
annual reports to do so please pardon the delay. 


Very truly yours, 


He 3JG Curator 


(usu Shana OAR. Cn is Pallalangt. Po, [4] 236 
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1454 Harris Ave., Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pa. Jan. 14, 1936 


Dear Howland: 


Have just returned from Hamilton, N.Y. where I picked up the 
old Commodore W.C.Eaton collection of Chinese and other Orientals 
made over 40 years ago. Quite nice with several hundred odd shaped 
pieces and some real gems. Something over 5000 var. altogether. 


Don't forget to write me when you get time on the vroposition 
I suggested on your Chinese collection if you eventually own the 


Reilly Collection. 


I stopped off in Buffalo to visit my good friand Stuart 
Mosher, 10 Jewett Parkway who has been very active in numismatics in 
that city, acting in an advisory capacity to the Buffalo Museum of 
Science, Chariman of various Hobby and Coin Shows, writing a daily 
column for the papers, etc. I was pleased to learn that he has been 
talking to Wayte Raymond and expects to go to New York about Feb. 1 
to act as Associate Editor of the Journal as well as fo handle the 
selling of foreign coins. May I ask you:to give Stuart a welcome to 
your City and help him with you good advice. This young fellow has 
a very pleasing personality, likes coins and will appreciate any help 
extended him. He does not have the idea that he is a great writer, 
or that he knows all about coins. On the contrary he is rather inclined 
to depreciate his knowledge and is most anxious to learn. I am sure 
you will like him and while I know every minute of your days are busy 
hope you will give him a hand when you can. 


Glad to hear from you when you can spare time from you rush 


to write me. Regards. 
Howard y/ 


PS Don't forget the tortoise shell ring some day. 


He D.. GIBBS, 
1434 Harris Ave., 


Crafton, Peh., Pa. 


February 5, 1936. 


Mr. Howland Wood 

c/o American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway at 155th St., 

New York, N. Y. 


Dear Howland: 


I judge that like myself you are very busy, which accounts for the fact 
that I received a good many days ago a box containing: 


1 small Baluba Cross 

The return of 4 Mexican quarter real pieces 

The return of the Tortoise Shell Ring money 

The return of the Gold coin I sent you for classification. 


Sorry that you did not find it possible to exchange the smaller Tortoise 
Ring for one of the larger ones in your collection. As soon as you can 

find time, would you please drop me a line telling me what the gold coin 
was that I sent you? 


Yours very truly, 


H. D. Gib 


HDG : DEG 


H. D. GIBBS 
1454 Harris Ave., 


Crafton, Pgh., Pa. 
February 11, 1956. 


Mr. Howland Wood, 

c/o The American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway between l5oth & 156th Sts., 
New York City, Ne Y. 


Dear Howland: 


Thanks very much for your recent note with copy of letter of January 15, 
which, I am very sorry to say, I never received. 


I doubt if there will be many duplicates from the Faton Collection which 
would interest you as except for the later round cash and the commoner 
early pieces, the collection dove-tailed very well with my own. 


Thanks very much for your word on the Reilly collection, and I will appre- 
ciate it very much if this collection does finally land in your possess- 
ion permanently if you will remember to give me first chance at the dupli- 
cates from the present society collection. 


Stuart Mosher is now settled in New tork as you no doubt know, and you will 
undoubtedly be seeing quite a bit of him. He is a regular fellow and I am 
sure you will like him. 


Sorry about the tortoise shell piece, but that is o.k. We cannot always 
get what we want. Whenever you do have anything along the line of unusual 
specimens in duplicate, keep me in mind and I will do the same. I would 
also appreciate it if when you have material offered te you at your museum 
which you cannot use, if you will refer anything of interest to me. 


The party whose name you gave me and who had a collection of Siamese por- 
celain tokens has never answered my letter, although it was not returned. 
I recently received over 800 varieties of these tokens from Siam, which 
gives me a fairly representative collection with what I already had. 


Received the check for twenty dollars for the Balugfba crosses, but didnot 
expect you to pay for them. I would have been just as well satisfied had 
you credited me with this amount against some future transactions. 


Thanks for the information on the gold coin. 


I do not have any record of ever having received any information from you 
on books of the Chinese temple coins, but if there is novthing available 
I will just have to struggle along as best as I can. 


With kindest personal regards and hoping to have the pleasure of seeing you 
soon, I am 


Yours very truly, 


HDG : DEG 


February 17, 1956. 


Mx. He De Gibbs 
1434 Harris Ave. 
Grafton, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Gibbs: 


I met Stuart Mosher the other night and 
was much pleased with him. I am very surg I wrote 
you concerning books on Temple coins. We have 
nothing here worthwhile. There is no one book on 
the sub ject and where they ere taken up, except in 
isolated instances, do not tell anything about the 
pieces. The material is so scanty that we have 
ceased to try to find out anything about them as it 
appears to be a waste of time. That was the reasoh 
I sent you no books. I cannot understand why you 
never received my letter of January 15th. Don't be 
surprised ‘hat you got swh a quick answerl 


Very truly yours, 


HW 3JG Curator 


1434 Herris Ave., Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pa. Mar 17, 1936 


Dear Howland: 
Can you tell me anything aout the enclosed piece? 


New to me Thanks, Regards 


March 19, 1936. 


Ma. He De Gib bs 
1434 Harris Ave. 
Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Gibbs: 

The piece you sent on and which 
I am returning is one of the so-called Aztec 
coins flooding the rerket a few years ago. 
They are absolutely fakes and come in abou’ 
a doven varieties, 


Very truly yours, 


HW 37G Curetor 


1434 Harris Ave., Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pa. May 1, 1936 


Dear Howland: 


Was sorry you were out of town when I called last week 
as I would like to have had a littlevisit with you. 


Had a good time in New York and as usual picked up more stuff than 
I could afford. 


Wonder if you will give me some information on a crown sized 
silver piece that is new to me. Almost looks like a medal. 


Crown Size Good Silver. Obve A lion facing left, a crescent above, 
KAHEL below. 


Reverse. in English FOUTAH*DJALON.1879. 


Nes Sy 


in eenter ayy. 


Appreciate your advice as I have this on approval at 315.00 
and don't want to get stick if it isn't desirable. 


Regardse 


He. D. Gibbs. 


N\ ce 
jie 


May 6, 1986 


Mr, H. De Gibbs, 
1434.Hearris Aves, 
Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pa, 


Dear Howards 

I was away when your letter came. 

i have never seen the piece you 
deserdbe and I very much doubt if it is a 
coim, Foutah Djslon is a district in 
Africa, I think, somewhcres im the interlor 
betecen Liberia and Sierra Leone. I wish 
~~ would send me a rubbing of it ~ possibly 

¢an then tell better what it is. 


Very truly yours, 
Curator 


HW ks 


* 


“ 


H. D. GIBBS, 
1434 Harris Ave., 


Crafton, Pgh. ,Pa. 


May 11, 1936. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 

The American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway betw. 155th and 156th Sts., 
New ltork City, Ne Y- 


Dear Howland: 


Thanks very much for your letter of May 6. I enclose herewith 
a rubbing of the coin in question, and regret that I neglected 


to do so in my first letter. 


Any information you can give me on this will be appreciated as 
I do not want to purchase it atYa“‘high price if it is only a 
medal. : 


Yours very truly, 


/ ye? pre 
/ | f@ } at 


/, {1 


May jz, 1936 


Mr, H. Dunleath Gibbs, 
1484 Harris Ave., 
Crafton, Pa. 


Dear Mir. Gibbs: 


We have just received from Mr. Charles 
H. Fisher an Heuador sucre which he says was 
purchased by you and which you very kindly 
donated to this Society. 


Again I wish to thank you fer your kind 
thoughts fer our organizetion and was sorry not 
to have seen you when you were here a while ago. 
Things have been coming in slowly and 
nothing more has come in that would interest you. 
I still have my eyes open for anything that you may 
want. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HY ke 


May 18, 1936 


Mr. H. D, Gibbs, 
1454 Harris Avenue, 
Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pa, 


Dear Howards 

Many thanke for sending the rubbing on 
to me. I am more convinced than ever that 1t is 
not a coin. The Arabic on it is faulty. I really 
think it is just a medal. I certainly would not pay 
the price that is being asked for it. 


I am enclosing herewith sketches of the 
Baluba crosses that we have. 


Very truly yours, 
Curator 


HW ks 
ENCL. 


H. D. GIBBS, 
1434 Harris Ave., 


Crafton, Pgh.,Pa. 


June l, 1956. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 
American Numismatic society, 
Broadway betw. 155th & 156th Sts., 
New York City, Ne. x. 


Dear Howland: 


I am sendingyou herewith what I think is a different size of the 


Baluba cross, which please accept for the Society Collection with my 
compliments. 


Thank you very much for your advice on the silver medal. 


Yours very truly, 


HDG : DEG 
Bacl. 


June 10, 19386 


Mr. H. De Gibbs, 
1434 Harris Ave., 
Crafton, Pgh, Pa. 
Dear Howard: 

Your favor with the two new Baluba crosses at 
hand. These are intermediate between the two we 
already have and in behalf of the Society I wish to 
thank you for your generosity. 


Nothing new has tramspired here nor anything 
worth while has come in. © 


Very truly yours, 


Ouirator 


HW ke 


Juné 12, 1936 


Mr. H. D. Gibbs, 
1434 Harris Avenue, — 
Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Howards 

We had sent in to us the other day a number 
of coins from a large hoard found on the Island of 
Mafia, iesued by the Sultans of Kilwa, who were located 
in East Africa, just south of Zanzibar. They are coins 
of the 14th and 15th centuries. Ththough poor, nearly 
all the hoard was in this condition. 

Please accept these with our compliments. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


1434 Harris Ave., Crafton, Penna.(Pittsburgh, Pa.). June 16, 1936 


Dear Howland: 


Thanks a lot for the coins of Kilwa which were 
new to me. Appreciate your thouhgtfulness in remembering 
M6 e 


Will send you from time to time a few odd and curious media 
to build up that section of the Society collection as I have 
contacts all over Africa and South Seas. 


Any time anything comes along of interest keep me in 
mind. 


Just got back from the Tri-State Convention at Jamestown 
NY Had a very nice week end. 


Regards. 


Howard 


PS: Note Fisher makes a remark about some coin or medal in his 

next sale that you do not have it. Will you check this and advise 
if you would care to have me buy it for the Society. There are many 
times I would be glad to buy things and donate them if I knew 

you wanted them just as I did at his last sale when he dropped 

word that you were bidding. No use me bidding against you as it 
either means you lose out if I want it bad enough or else I run 

you up unnecessarily. Advise. 


1454 Harris Ave., Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pa. June 30, 1936 


Dear Howalnd: 


Sent you today an "Ensuba" literally "Wife Puréhasing Money" 
Iron Flat Plate with Tag attached. Please accept with compliments 
of the writer for the Society Collection. 


Did not hear from you in reply to my last letter so presume 
you were away or not interested in anything from Fisher's last 
Sale. Prices were very high on most of the stuff. 


By the way did you see the Chinese "Comb" piece Elder had in 
his last Sale. I bid on it but did not hear anything from him. 
Was it genuine do you happen to know. 


Was fortunate in picking up a set of Glover (3 Vol), LeMay'ts 
Tschoth Chinese, Mahieu on Belg-Congo Money. 


Keep me in mind whenever anythingturns up. The gentleman 
you ref erred to me Mr. Higgins from Worcester Mass has turned 
into a very interesting character, very nice correspondence and I have 
been able to add considerable to their Museum collection. 


Will send you more specimens as duplicates turn up. Regards 


Howard Gibbs 


July 2, 1936 


1434 Ha ris Ave., 
Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pa, 


Dear Howard: 


Wiany thanks for the Ensube. It is quite a little 
different then one of similar shape we have. Naturally 
we are pleased to get it. 


The reason you did not hesr from me concerning the 
Fisher sale was because I did not see the eatalogue as 
Robertson looked this over end I could not “ind the bids 
he sent if any. Robertson at the time was away but I thought 
he would be back any dey. However, the thing is past now. 


I did not see the Chinese piece in Slder's sale. &s 
a matter o” fact I have not been in his office for years. 


You certainly were fortunate in picking up the Glover 
catalogues. They ar extremely hard to get hold of. 


I thought thet you and Higgins might be able to do 
business and I am glad to know that you have. Absolutely nothing 
has come in here lately. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ka 


HOWARD D. GIBBS 
NUMISMATIST 


1434 HARRIS AVE., CRAFTON, PITTSBURGH, PA. 


November 19, 19356. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 
American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway and 155th St., 

New York City, N. Y. 


Dear Howland: 


Haven't heard from you for some time, and a number of questions 
arise on which I would like to have you advise me. 


First, I understood Robertson to say that you were lacquering all 
your coins. Was this correct, and (a) Are you first cleaning all 
the coins? (b) What kind of lacquer are you using? (c) Would you 
advise this process being used on copper and silver, and on proof 
coins? 


Have you any duplicates at all that would interest me? 


I have two very unusual iron pieces from the French Cameroon Dis- 
trict. One is a flat, paddle-shaped piece, about a foot long and 
four inches wide, called "ensuba", which were usually exchanged 
five in a bundle. These are comparatively modern being used up 
until fifteen to twentyOfive years ago. They sell for ten dollars 
each. Zerbe got a couple of these sometime ago for the Chase 
Collection. 


Then I have another extremely rare piece of very curious shape, 
about two f@et long and three or four inches wide, shaped somewhat 
like the drawing on the back of this letter. The party who brought 
these out has been searching for genuine native specimens for me 
for a number of years, and in the fifteen trips he has made through 
the Cameroons he states he has never found but four of these. The 
value of this is about twenty-five dollars. 


I would like to see these two specimens go into the Society Collec- 
tion and will be glad to donate one half their value, if the other 
half could be taken out in exchange for something unusual that I do 
not have. I have in mind, particularly, one of the crude unin- 
scribed copper bars of Ceylon, of which I believe you have more than 
one approximately alike, or a duplicate of one of the early Siamese 
bullet coins in base metal. 


By the way, there is one other specimen which I am not quite sure 
you have received from me, and that is a bundle of about 75 to LOO 
small hammered iron rods in the shape of miniature weapons, called 
"“nimbas"., These are worth about ten dollars.a bundle. 


Mr. Howland Wood. ~2~ November 19, 19356 
Will you give this matter consideration and see what you can locate 
for me? 

Is there such a thing as a standard catalogue on the Siamese glass 
and metal pee and porcelain gambling tokens? I now have about £200 


varieties, but I have no specific way of listing or classifying them. 


With kindest personal regards, 


Sincerely yours, 


HDG :DEG ve 
jee 


ee A fe 


. J —is o- 


November 24, 1936 
Mr. Howard D. Gibbs, 
1434 Harris Avenue, 
Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Howard: 


One reason you have »ot heard from me is because we have gotten nothing 
in that would interest you and in fact we have gotten very little in, 


We lacquer nowadays all of our silver coins as they come in. We first 
clean them, generally using the electric bath to do so. For a lacquer we use 
Zapon Duranite B. We dilute this about half way with their Thinner #21. We 
get this this lacquer from the Zapon Division, Atlas Powder Company, Stamford, 
Conn. hey also have a branch at Detroit. . 


So far we have not used it on copper. We use it on proof silver coins. 


We have two of the ensubas, one you sent us a while ago. It possibly 
is a little larger than the one you dearibe but the shape seems to be the game. 
At the present moment our buying funds are absolutely at a low ebb because we 
have Been spending more than we have taken in and we do not know just how we 
stand whthl after the first of the year. I hhc thowe crude copper bars you 
mention are for the Laos states north of Siam as I know of no bars uninscribed 
for Ceylon. We have two of these, but they are different, one much longer 
than the other. So far I have not found a single duplicate among the 
Siamese base bullet money. 


& while ago you did send us a bundle of small hammered iron rods. 


There is no standard catalogue on Siamese glass and porcelain gambling 
tokens, Ramsden, some years ago, got out a book with colored illustrations of 
these but he saw that he was running into more money than he had anticipated 
and included less than a quarter of those that he had. In this book he simply 
describes the pieces but does not translate the inscriptions nor does he date 
or properly classify them. Although I have the book I have never used it. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 
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HOWARD D. GIBBS 
NUMISMATIST 


1434 HARRIS AVE., CRAFTON, PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Feb. 1, 1957, 


Mr. Howland Wood, 

(/o American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway and 155th, 

New York City, N. Y. 


Dear Howland: 


Thanks very much for forwarding my letter to Dr. Martini. 
Was very much interested in his interpretation of the 
symbols on the North Siam Pack-Saddle pieces. 


I am taking the liberty of sending you under separate 
cover three Siamese pieces recently sent me from Siam on 
which I would like your opinion as to their authenticity. 


Was very sorry to hear that Robert Robertson died recently. 


Have you anything new or anything desirable available that 
would be of interest to me? 


Kindest personal regards. 


Yours very truly, 


J 
sae 


ft 
a/ 


HDG :DEG 


Feb. 5, 1937 


Mr. Howard D, Gibbs, 
1434 Harris Ave., 
Crafton, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Gibbs: 


Your letter came to hand the other day and the 
pckage today. I have carefully looked these over and to 
be frank with you, I do not like them. All of the pieces 
we have and we have some of just the same things, show the 
counterstamps stamped in. These are castings, showing 
that these castings were made from pieces already counter~ 
stamped. This is especialy noticable on the piece without 
the elephant. It looks to me as if they were faking these. 
The metal, however, seems to be very good and they do have an 
ancient look. Possibly they are ali right but I would never 
be satisfied with them. | 


The iarge 20 tical piece does vot look good to me. 
I have only seen one of these and this was at least 30 years 
ago and then through a glass window. But I have a vivid 
recoliection that it was made in exactly the same way as the 
small ticals. Your piece is a casting that has been filed smooth 
and polished, then the stamps have been stamed in. But I 
do not like the looks of these stamps. They do not look 
Oriental or at least not old. It looks to me as though 
somebody copied the style and design from the flat coinage 
of .860, All I can say on this score is that I would not 
care about owning this piece, 


We have nothing new that would interest you. There 
is a man out in Montana who is anxious to dispose of a 
collection of Chinese copper coins ranging up to @00 cash. 
He has about 600 of them and I presume most of them are of the 
modern struck kind. His name is Chas. K. Green, Coram, Mont., 
and if the spirit soves you, you might write him. 


Very truly yours, 


* Glee, 


HOWARD D. GIBBS 


NUMISMATIST 


1434 HARRISCAVE. GRAFTON, PITTSBURGH, PA. 
1400 Belasco Ave., Beechview, Pgh., Pa. 


April 5, 1937. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 
American Numismatic Society, 
155th and Broadway, 

New York City, N. Y. 


Dear Howland: 


I am offered a Washington medal for seventy-five dollars 
and can find no record in any of my books and do not know 
if this price is reasonable or otherwise. 


This is a godd medal in an oval medallion, has a soldier 
wearing a continental uniform with date 1775 below. On 
the reverse of the medallion is a bust of Washington with 
"Sons of the Revolution" above and "1883" below. The 
medallion is enclosed in an escalloped frame bearing 
around the edge 13 stars in gold with a background of blue. 
Above the medallion is an American eagle. The whole is 
suspended from a ring in a blue and white ribbon. 


The back of the medal is engraved with the name of F. B. 
Neilson, U. S. Army, and is numbered 2819. 


The medal seems to be of high grade gold and is very 
attractive. The whole question hinges on tts value. 


Will you be kind enough to give me any information you 
can? 


Yours very truly, 


HDG : DEG 


April 9, 1937 


Mr. Howard D. Gibbs, 
1400 Belasco Ave., 
Beechview, Pittsburg, Pa. 


Dear Howard: 


I think 275. for the badge of the Sons of the 
Revolution is very high. They are not rare and now and 
then can be picked up at an auction sale or at a pawn 
shsp. In times past we have had several, 


They do come both in gold and I think gold plated. 
I really forget the original cost. Personally I would never 
think of paying much over $18. or $20. for these. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 


May 5, 1987 


Mr. H. D. Glbbs, 
1400 Belasco Avenue, 
Beechview, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Gibbss 


I am working on a catalogue of 20th Century coins and I may 
call upon you now and then for information. 


Do you mow if Hungary struck 2 filler pieces dated 1920 to 
i925 and 20 filler pieces between 1922 and 26? If you have any of 
the dates, give me a rough description and also the metal they are 
in. 


Have you in your collection any silver coins issued! by the 
State of Borneo or British North Borneo? I understand that there 
were £5 cent pieces struck about iQ years ago. 


What coins of Angola have you since 1900? I understand 
$0 and 200 reis pleces were struck in silver in 1904, Have you 
specimens of either or both of these? 


Also, have you the five and 3 centavo pieces for Angola 
struck in bronze in 1922, 23 or 24? I also understand that there 
were pleces struck fo 3t. Thomas and Prince Islands, which is a 
Portuguese Colony off Africa around 1927. Have you these coins 
also? 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ke 
encl, 


HOWARD D. GIBBS 
NUMISMATIST 


1434 HARRIS AVE., CRAFTON, PITTSBURGH, PA. 


May 19, 1957. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 
American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway and 155th Sts., 

New York City, N. Y. 


Dear Howland: 


Please pardon the delay in answering your letter of May 5. I 
have simply been too busy to find time to check your inquiry. 


I regret to say that I do not seem to be able to help much, prin- 
Cipally due to the fact that some few years ago I realized that I 
had to restrict my range somewhat and practically discontinued the 
collecting of silver coins smaller than crown size. 


Answering your questions, will say that I do not know of a é2 Filler 
piece of Hungary between 1920 and 1925, the latest one I have being 
1917; nor do I know of a 20 Filler piece between 1922 and 1926, 
although I have those dated 1915 to 1920. 


I do not have any silver coins of Borneo, nor do I find any refer- 
ence in my files of having heard of one. 


Your inguiry is not clear on the coins of Angola since 1900. I do 
not have a 200 or 500 Reis piece, but I have the following coins 
struck since 1900: 


One and Five Cent 192k - mrr/bwte. 
* ‘fen, Twenty & Fifty Cent 1922 

Fifty Cent 1927Y 

One, Two & Four Macuta A927 


Of St. Thomas and Princess Islands I have a 50 Cent piece a a 
Should you desire any of these coins sent to you or a more complete 
description, I will be only too glad to oblige. 


With kindest personal regards, 


Yours very truly, 


HDG :DEG 4 
f 


May 25, 1937 


Mr. H. dD, Gibbs, 
1400 Belasco Ave., 
Beechview, - 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Gibbs: 

If you don't mind I would like to have you send 
me rubbing and also state the metal of the 1 amd 5¢ pieces, 
1921, of Angola; the 50¢ piece of i927, and also the St, 
Thomas and Prineaslisanmad of 1929, I think both of the 
datter are nickel. 


Very truly yours, 
Curator 


HW ks 


HOWARD D. GIBBS 
NUMISMATIST 
1437 HARRIS-AVES-GRAFFOM, PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Loo (Q.2 eae CAKe_, 


June 4, 1957. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 
American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway and 155th Stse, 
New York City, N. Y. 


Dear Howland: 


Sorry to be so long in answering your letter, but I have been 
very busy. 


I enclose herewith rubbings of the several Angolo coins you 
asked about, and if there is any further information, or any 
way I can be of service to you, would be only too glad to have 
you call on me. 


Suggest that if you are going to attempt to compile a list of 
the new issues that you let me have a few days to check your 
manuscript as I have a great many issues since the war that I 
have never seen published. 


Yours very truly, 


HDG: DEG 
Inel, 


June 9, 1937 


Mx, Howard D. Gibba, 
1400 Belasco Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Gibbs: 


Many thanks for the rubbings of Angola coina, 
The copper ones were absolutely new to me. Later on I 
may take advantage to your off er and send you gome of 
the countries to check over. Of course, many countries 
I have absolute data on ~ others I am not sure of in 
every instance. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 


- 
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HOWARD D. GIBBS 
NUMISMATIST 


idsd HARRIS AVE: (GRAFTON: PITTSBURGH, PA. 
1400 Belasco Ave., 


Dear Howland: 


I am offered a Sealskin Note of Aleska as 
described below at 517.250. I can't find any record 
and the piece is so perfect and new that I em afraid to 
pass on it without some information. If it were old and 
worn or discolored it might be different but it is too 
good to be true. 


Can you help with any informacion. 


Stuart Mosher has been telling me of the planned 
issue of modern coins. Don't forget to send me the proofs 
as I want to help in this most valuable publication. 


I wish I was nearer New York as I have many 
opportunities to add to your fine collection but don't know 
just what you lack. 


Have been fortunate in adding many new specimens 
particularly in the South Sea Island and Native African currencies 
which I know you do not zo after to any extent but they interest 
me greatly. 


Someday when you have time I wonder if you or your 
Librarian would let me have a brief list of the best and 
most useful works on foreign coins. What I mean is the one or 
two best works on each series. For instance I have LeMay on 
Siemese, Glover and Lockhart, LaCouprie on Chinese, etce 
but what should I have on Portuguese, Russia, Spain, France, etc. 
This is one of the hardest questions for me to answer not having 
availabel your library to know just what is best. 


I have never published the check list of Chinese 
Empernrers and Nian Ho's which would be of great help to any 
one even an expert in classifying Chinese round coins. Is there 
any possibility of having the a» N. S. publish this? I cam noting 
about it myself as it is available to me but i wish everv collector 
could ha the seme help. 


Thanks for your help. 
Regards 


Poccimc: AMEPN 
KA RC: KOMNA 
o, HIATE YATE 
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Sept. 8, 1937 


Deer Sowaret 


I have seen several of the so-called sealskin notes Bata: 
of ‘Masia; all of which were in pretty bad shape. Ve have rae 

one here 2-1/8" x 1+-5/8",with two amall holes in two of the 

corners. It is so used and dirty from much wear that nothing © 
can be deciphered on ite Your piece may be perfectly genuine — 
end carefully put away. I have never heard that these have - ~ 
been faked but there is no reason why they could not have bet 
Really I cannot give you any advices You will have to judge | 

more or less by ths wvinting on the note ine tae 4% squke 61d Bees 
or note. | oe: 


— 


I am now ‘poekue on the M's in ina 20th century products 
jon. If you really want to and have the time, I would be glad — “am 
to send you on the manuscript for those countries that you might 
hap on. Of course many of the countries I have right up to date. = 
from authentic sources. Would you rather see the manuscripts ae 
than later the galky proofs when everything will be in much a . 
a rush? ; 


I will answer your other questions about the list of 
books and the publishing of the Chinese Nien Ho later, as about 
everyone here is now on their vacation and as a matter of fact, 
I am also. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


aN ks 


“ 


HOWARD D. GIBBS 
NUMISMATIST 


1434-HARRISAVE GRAFTON | PITTSBURGH PAY 
H. 0. GIBBS 


1400 BELASCO AVE. 
PITTSBURGH, - PA 


Sept. 12, 1937. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 
American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway, betw. 155th © 156th Sts., 
New York City, N. Y. 


Dear Howland: 


Thanks very much for your.letter of September 8 and informa- 
tion con&ained therein on tlie Alaskan sealskin notes. 


Regarding the coming publication on modern coins, I have only 
one thought in mind and that is to be of service, and I do not 
care whether you send me the manuscript or the galley proofs 
or neither. I merely want to lend any help I can. 


Will be glad to send you the manuscript on the Chinese Nien Ho 
so that you can refresh your memory as to what it was. 


Yours very truly, 


HDG: DEG 


November 22, 1937 
Mr. Howard D. Gibbs, 


1400 Belasco Ave., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dear Gibbst 


You may have wondered why you have not heard from me but I 
have been putting off writing until the Publication Committee met 
again which they did the other day. I found out that they had already 
committed themselves to publishing so many manuscripts that they 
will consider nothing for over a year to come. There are also now 
several manuscripts in that cannot be published in a year, This 
was brought about because the Prasidené committeed himself to publishing 
certain manuscripts which the Publication Committee did not know abbut. 


I am still working on those 20th Century coins and a little 
later on I will send you notes for your corrections or additions on 
certain countries. As I am virtually using all of my notes now making 
notes from catalogues, magazines, etc. I cannot spare any just now but 
will avail myself of your kind promise to help a little later, 


Do you by any chance have a/1919 two centavo piece of Portugal 
struck in iron? I find one listed but have never seen or heard of 
it. If so, could you give me a rubbing of it unless it is of the 
Same type as the copper piece. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 


December 15, 1937 


Mir. Howard D. Gibbs, 
1400 Belasco Ave., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 4 


Dear Gibbs: 


7 I have now been working on the coins of Pevatass RSF ; 
you got much of an assortment of the Riza Whe ? I would like to. 

check up on these. I can send you my list or if you have not hones 
many would you send me descriptions or rubbings of them? I am > 
pretty near through the catalog with the exception of Ghias, whieh 
will be a headache. 


a 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HY j 


